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DEATH AND DEATH-SCENES. 

We take the following instructive passages from the Autobiography 
of Rev. Theodore Clapp, recently noticed in our columns. It exhibits 
the views of a candid and thoughtful clergyman, who has had more 
experience in death-bed scenes than most of his profession. It should 
be remembered that Mr. Clapp commenced his ministerial labors 


as a Calvinist, but gradually was led to embrace a more hopeful 
faith —Ep. AGE. 


In all my experiences, I never saw an unbeliever dic in fear. 
I have seen them expire, of course, without any hopes or ex- 
pectations, but never in agitation from dread, or misgivings as 
to what might befall them hereafter. I know that clergymen 
generally assert that this final event passes with some dreadful 
visitation of unknown, inconceivable agony, over the soul of 
the departing sinner. 


It is imagined that in his case the’ 
pangs of dissolution are dreadfully aggravated by the upbraid- 
ings of a guilty conscience, and by the unwillingness, the re- ; 
luctance of the spirit to be torn with ruthless violence from its l 
mortal tenement, and hurried by furies into the presence of an: 
avenging Judge. But this is all a picture of superstitious 
fancy. It is probable that I have scen a greater number o 
those called irreligious persons breathe their last, than any 
clergyman in the United States. Before they get sick, the un- 
acclimated are often greatly alarmed; but when the enemy 
seizes them, and their case is hopeless, they invariably either 
lose their reason, or become calm, composed,. fearless and hap- 


; i Sf te A quite as wise to bri - childr “ists. s aoe 
py. This fact is a striking jlJuctrntion of the benevolence of, ! pe bring up our children atheistindi ion orte 


our Creator. If men’s minds pere not disturbed by false an 
than they do when they fall asleep at night. Death is called 
a sleep in Scripture. “Death is the sleep of the weary. It; 
is repose—the body’s repose, after the busy and toilsome day | 
of life is over.” Even the convulsive struggles of the dying | 
are not attended with pain, any more than the sobs and groans 


with which we sometimes sink, into the slumbers of uightly ' had before witnessed. The patient was perfectly free from 


rest. This is proved by the t/stimony of those who have been ` pain, with mental powers unimpaired, and suffering only from 
debility and moral apprehensions. 


resuscitated after they becamd cold and pulseless, and restored 
again to life and breath. 
real, they tell us. . i 
Persons without religion often die uttering words which indi- | 
cate what are their strongest carthly loves or attachments, 
their “ruling passion.” A young man of my acquaintance | 


was once in that stage of the yellow fever superinduced by the 


Then the patient is free from . 
The individual I} 
am speaking of was perfectly enamored of novel réading. One | 


of Walter Scott’s romances was daily expected in New Or- | 


beginning of mortification. 
pain, sometimes joyous, and very talkative. 


leans. Not many minutes before his death, it was brought to 
his bed by a friend whom he had sent to procure it. It was, 
placed in his hands, but he was no longer able to see printing. l 
The pages of the book, and the faces of his friends, were grow- | 
ing dim around him. He exclaimed, “Iam blind; I cannot 
see; I must be dying; must I leave this new production of: 


immortal genius unread?” His last thought was dictated by | 


his favorite pursuit and passion. Men must carry into the , 
other world the character which they possess at the moment of 
death. i 
It would be well were all to remember that great, glorious 
thoughts, habitually cherished, spontaneously fill the mind ina, 
dying hour, to bear it aloft and buoyant over the dark gulf. 
In all my experiences in New Orleans, I have met with no | 
dying persons who were terrified, except church members who 
had been brought up in the Trinitarian faith. Let me not be: 
misunderstood. I do not mean to insinuate that these individ- 
uals were not good Christians. They werc perfectly sincere, , 
and this very sincerity was the cause of their fear and appre- . 
hensions. 


doctrine of election. 


7 s $ i 
He was a just, conscientious, most ex- . 

i} 
cellent man. I knew him intimately. 


“ I have no hope; all is dark. 


. t ‘ 3 2, ” Pt 
I may be saved.” This was the language of honesty. For he! “IseeI am in an error, he exclaimed. 
a Cc 1 


held that salvation would be conferred upon only a part of 
mankind, elected to this destiny by a decree of God—eternal, 


‘immutable, and altogether irrespective of character and works, ; 


and all the remainder would be doomed to eternal woe, without 
any regard to their merit or demerit. No honest man, with 
such a creed, could die without the greatest dread and anxiety. 
For if God has inflexibly determined to destroy a portion of 


his children, however pure and good they may be, no one can | 


know absolutely, from his character, that he is among the 
gaved; no one can feel certain of enjoying final, everlasting 
happiness. | : 

When I first entered the clerical profession, I was struck 
with the utter insufficiency of most forms of Christianity to 
afford consolation in a dying hour. Paul says, the revelation 
of Jesus was given “to deliver those, who, through fear of 
death, were all their lifetime subject to bondage.” Ancient 
pagan literature invariably represents death as the greatest 


calamity of human existence; it was denominated the stern, | 


terrible, insutiate, cold, bitter, merciless “foe.” It was the 
aveuue to an eternal night; where the fair, the venerated and 


` of which tends to make its recipients afraid to die, ignores the 


, anti-Christian. 


: with the deepest dread, dejection and horror, 


body may conduct them to everlasting evil. It would be bet- 
miserable teachings, they would not suffer in death any more ter, safer every way, for our children to believe in annihilation 


ease of cholera whose symptoms were unlike anything that I 


The agonies were all seeming, not , have supposed that he was sinking under some kiud of con- 


One, to whom I allude, embraced the Calvinistic hands of that heavenly Father, who loves you as much as he 


His last words were, ` everlasting, —who cannot allow you to perish, any more than 
There is a bare possibility that , he could destroy himself?” 


the loved would be lost beyond recovery. If all this were | 
| true, we might justly say, “Speak not to us of consolation; i 
l there is no consolation; there is no support for such a lot as | 
| ours; nothing but dullness can:bear it ; nothing but stupidity 
' can tolerate it; and nothing but idiocy could be indifferent to | 
it.” Jesus came into the world to announce the sublime doe- 
trine that no one eyer was, or ever will be, injured by death ; 
that death is not so much as the interruption of existence ; 
that death, indeed, is only death in appearance, while in reality 
the spirit’s life is progressive, ever continued, and immortal. 
Whoever, then, advocates those views of death, the belief; 


messages of the gospel on this momentous theme. The great | 
prominent truth of the Bible is, that, in every instance, “ the | 
day of one’s death is better than the day of his birth.” All’ 
these efforts to make death a scarecrow, to frighten men into 

the church, are as low and debasing as they are irrational and 
Death is not the enemy, but the friend, of: 


man, 

Not the blue sky, not the richest landscape, not the flowers | 
of spring, not all the charms of music, poetry, eloquence, art, | 
or literature, present to our contemplation anything so lovely 
and magnificent as death and its consequences, viewed through 
the telescope of the New Testument. Yet almost all the cler- 
gy, for fifteen hundred years, have employed their utmost ge- 
nius, learning, and oratory, to portray, in colors so appalling: 
that nobody who believes them can think upon the grave but 


It would he 


i a: 


than in endless misery. 


SPIRIT-VISION AT THE HOUR OF DEATH. 
In the progress of my round on this occasion, I met with a 


From his looks, I should 
sumption, such as prevails at the north. He was an educated 
man, whose parents, when living, were members of the Presby- 
terian church. His will had just been made, and he believed 


himself to be-dying, which was actually the case. I have said 


that his mind was uninjured; more, it was quickened to pre- 
tervatural strength and activity. 

When I took his hand in mine, he said, “The physicians as- 
sure me that I must soon die; I am unprepared; I look back 
with many painful regrets upon the past; I look forward to 
What will be- 
come of me?” I replied, ©“ What, sir, is your strongest wish ?” 
He answered, “That it may please God to forgive and save 
me, for Christ’s sake.” I added, “ If this is the real wish of | 
your heart, it will be gratified, no matter how wicked or nn- 
He 
said, “ No, sir; I saw him breathe his last in my native home. 
He died happy, for he was good. 


last prayer he uttered in behalf of his surviving children.” 


the future with doubts, fears, and misgivings. 


worthy you may be. Is your father living?” I inquired. 


Never shall I forget that 


“ Suppose,” I continued, 
death would introduce you into the presence of that beloved 
parent, and that he would be empowered by the Infinite One 
to make you as happy as he pleased, and to receive you to his 


“you were absolutely certain that | 


bosom and embrace forever; would you not most willingly, 
joyfully, and with perfect confidence, commit your fate for 
eternity to the decision of such a pure, kind, affectionate fath- 
er?” He answered in the affirmative. I said, “Is it possi- 
ble that you have so much confidence in an earthly parent, and 
at the same time can hesitate to commend your spirit into the 


does himself,—whose love is transcendent, boundless, infinite, 


| “O God, help 
me and strengthen me!” I then made a short prayer. 
* * * * * 

Every word of this prayer he repeated after me in a distinct 
-and audible voice. At the close, he exclaimed, “ It is fin- 
‘shed ;” then gazing with a fixed- eye, as upon some object on 
the ceiling over him, he said, “ God be praised, I see my fath- 
er.” Doubting as to what he meant to say precisely, I asked, 


u What father do you sce, your heavenly or your earthly 
` father 2?” Can you not 


sce him? There he is, (pointing upwards,) smiling down upon 


He answered, “ My earthly father. 
me, arrayed in splendid garments, and beckoning me to follow 
him to the skies. He is going,—he is gone.” On the utter- 
ance of these words, his arm, which had been raised henven- 
ward, fell lifeless, and he breathed not again. There was a 
emile and expression of rapture on his face which lingered 


there for hours. It was the only. good looking corpse which I 


saw in that epidemic. His form was magnificent, his breast 


large and arched, his whole appearance that of statue-like re- 
pose. There he lay before me, as beautiful as life itself. His 
i countenance wore such a smile of egstasy, I could hardly real- 


è 
SE 


ize that his immortal spirit had fled. I laid my hand on his 
heart. It moved not. 

This incident made a lasting impression on my mind. It 
deepened, it strengthened, immeasurably, my belief that the 
soul survives the body. “Who knows?” said I to myself, 
“but every one of these hundreds that are dying around me, 
when they draw their last breath, are greeted by the disembod- 
ied spirits of those whom they knew and loved on earth, and i 


who have come to convoy them to the scenes of a higher and 


nobler existence ?” 


Shortly after this, I was standing by the bed of a young 
lady in her last moments, when she called to me and her moth- 
er, saying, “Do you not see my sister (who had died of yel- 
low fever a few weeks before) there?” pointing upwards. ` 
“There are angels with her. She has come to take me to: 
heaven.” Perhaps these facts are in harmony with the doc- 
trines of modern Spiritualists. One thing I know. There is 
not a more delightful, sanctifying faith than this—that as soon | 
as we die, glorified spirits will hover about us, as guardian an- ! 


: mising contests. 


' firmed to explain indulgences in impure desires. 


i our oft being intensely agitated with impure selfish desires, and 


all such conditions when analyzed seem to exhibit the contesting 
action of two opposing wills—-euch expressive of the desires 
and feelings of a conscious identity and self-hood, seeking to 
consummate its own purpose. 


from the great central Heart or Soul of all existent being, and 


' therefore partaking, though in a finite degree, of the constitu- 


tion and attributes of its fountain Source, it seems to me irra- 
tional to suppose a conscious identity, endowed with will-pow- 


the saine time thus project or give forth two directly antago- 
nistic desires or purposes, involving prolonged and uncompro- 
But, in addition to this, L beg to submit that 
if the Soul is a spark, emanation or part of God, then č zs in 
itself innately incorruptible ; and being so, cannot be prompt- 


ed by impure desires, or be actively engaged in the allainment | 


gels, to breathe on our souls their own refinement, and to point | of impure selfish ends. 


our way to the heavenly mansions. 
~O +e 
(Orixinal.] 
-BEAUTY DEATHLESS. 
BY G. 8. B. 


Only yesterday the hills were bare, 

And the dull sky huug, a leaden arch, 
Where the banners of the misty air 

Trailed like routed arz.ies in their march. 
«s All its beauty buried in the grave; a. 
Leaf and flower, aud grasses, all are dead, , 

Bound in ice-mail that they cannot wave"? 


Lo, the morning, with unconquered beams, 
Treads his marches to his golden throne; 

All the hills are flashing with his gleams, 
Million-jeweled—a Sultana’s zone! 


O, the soul of Beauty never dies! 
All the fetters on her children bound, 
Her immortal splendor glorities, - 
Till new triumphs every loss have crowned. 


So the beauty of the soul and heart 
Still survives in suffering and care, 
Which at last new glory shall impart, 
Flashing triumph through the clearing air. 
So the dawning of eternal good 
Shall transfigure our encumbering ill,— 
As the ice-chains glorify the wood, 
Raining diamonds over vale and hill. 


For the Spiritual Age. 
IS MAN UNIAL OB DUAL? 

Messrs Epirors:—-With, I trust, all proper deference to 
the opinions of spirits and of Spiritualists, who affirm the doc- 
trine that the Soul, as the real and immortal man, is an ulti- 
mate unfoldment of Nature,—I beg permission respectfully to 
record my dissent, and ask a hearing o the question whether 
man, as a disembodied and immortal spirit, is not an associa- 
tion of two distinct and identified living conscious self-hoods. 

I have recently read with care a lecture on the free agency 


of man given through the mediumship of Mrs. Hatch at New- 
buryport, and also heard from her an exposition of the supposed 
distinction between our interior, immortal and divine, aud our 
externa], mortal and human nature. However plausible and in- 
genious may be the arguments thus presented, I confess [ can- 
not concede consistency to the logic embodied therein. If her 
reasonings are carefully analyzed, it will be found they are 
based on the assumption that the Soul—our most interior, di- 
vine and immortal esse—is a development of and in Nature, 
and is the acting identity which expresses itself alike in our 
moral feelings and teachings and in our animal and selfish ap- 
petites. This assumption involves, as not only possible, but 
also as rational, that you or I can at one and the same time 
give earnest and intense expression to two directly opposite, 
and contesting wills and desires,—that we can 


antagonistic 
simultaneously love and hate,—resolve to act and not to act, 
to affirm and deny, to obey and to disobey,—for it recognizes 
the universally conceded fact that our desires for selfish ends 
are oft warmly combated and protested against by our sense 
of right and duty. 

The theery is, substantially, that ignorance and knowledge 
qualify and modify the action of the soul; hence our selfish 
appetites and animal propensities, indulged in to excess, is 
declared to be the action of the Divinity within us, cor- 
fupted and perverted by our ignorance; while our truthful as- 
pirations and desires are said to be the action of the Soul ex- 
pressed through the mediunt of our knowledge, free from any 
modification thereof because of our corrupted condition. 

This is a very pretty poetical idea ; but I submit that it is not 
equally truthful. Knowledge and ignorance are characteristic 
conditions of an individualized and conscious identity or mind ; 
and not in themselves personalities. If the Soul asan identity 
does, as is conceded, oft protest against the gratification of im- 


pure desires, it therein, according to the theory, does display 
the knowledge which implies an absence of ignorance, and pre- 
cludes its being, as is alleged, engrossed by the ignorance af- 


The dogma that man is unial and not dual; that his inte- 
rior and external, his human ant his divine nature, are charac- 
teristics of one selfhood, rather than the manifestations of two 
distinct identities, is, I beg to submit, worthy of careful con- 
sideration, as it cannot be rationally reconciled with logic. 
Spiritualism must meet these questions fairly, if ‘as I admit) 


it is bused on truth. PHILADELPHIA. 


a —_—_ ep ee - ----— 
The fullowing article from the first number of Mrs. Brown’s (Cleve- ; 


land) “dyitator,’? embodies important truth, as well as pungent sar- 
casm.—Ep. AGE. 


«It may be a truth, but the world isn't prepared to receive it.”’—Ex. 
Strange thoughts are finding their way from lips unused to 
uttering new ideas. These thoughts are startling the drowsy, 
dreaming world. They come like the voicing forth of terrible 
For a time the human heart stands 
A voice, like the voice of God, is 


yet beautiful prophecies. 
still, listens and wonders. 


The fact of ' 


Church was not ready to hear her darling child denounce Pas 


: . pal indulgences. 
condemning moral resistances, I presume all will admit; and | 


The Puritan Fathers lived too soon; they acted rashly. 
Had they quieted conscience, and glided along with the wind 
and waves of public opinion, they might have escaped the per- 
ils and the persecutions to which their want of prudence sub- 


i ; : jected them. 
Apart from the theory that the Soul is a spark or emanation ; 


The Quakers, the Baptists and the Methodists, all preached 


; their new doctrines too soon. 


| 


heard, saying, “ Be not afraid, for I am speaking.” Thebrave | 


and true souls take heart and thank heaven for the breaking 
light; but the cowardly listeners turn away saying, “ These 
new doctrines may be truths, but the world is not prepared to 
receive them.” 

Was the world ever ready for a new truth? Ias there ever 
been a time when the world did not conlemn and crucify those 
who have heen forth in the Spiritual Wildervess, erying, us did 
the outcast Nazarine, “ Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, 
hypocrites?” Will there ever come a time when the truth- 
seeker may Jearn of Nature and translate her laws, without 
the fear of stones for bread, the scorn of the multitude, and 
the fugots and flames of persecution? 

But the world isn’t ready for new things, though they may 
be God's eternal truths, seut, by his servants, to feed his fam- 
ishing children, The Scers and Saints of to-day ought to be 
warned by the martyrs of the past, and not risk their reputa- 
tions and their lives by dealing in uneanoniecal creeds, and by 
gainsaying what is written in the ritual and the law books. 
They certainly ought to know 

«© That muny have lived and are ranked as mad, 
And placed in the cold world’s ban, 
For sending their bright, far-secing souls 
Three centuries in the van.” 

Half the world is surely “mad,” for they pray that the 
kingdom of heaven may come to earth; but the moment one 
stirs a hand to give it room, or lifts up his voice against the 
wars and slaveries, and other abominations, that help to de- 
throne righteousness and to establish the kingdom of hell upon 
the earth, these same good souls will stop their praying to cry, 
“Stop, brother, these are evils you decry, but the world isn’t 
yet ready for peace, freedom and purity.” 

Well, fight on, and sell human hearts, until the world, in 
the language of Shakspeare, cries, “Hold! Enough!” 

Old Socrates told his thought too soon. The Athenians 
were not prepared to put away their Gods and worship the Un- 
seen. A mandate, therefore, went forth to destroy him “ who 
was corrupting the youth by teaching them heresy.” Had the 
philosopher waited a thousand years or so, the world would, 
perhaps, have tolerated his teachings. 

The philanthropist, Jesus, spoke the truth quite too soon 
for the good opinion of the Jews. Had his words been a lit- 
tle more fitly chosen when talking to the Scribes and Phari- 
sees—had he been amiable and relenting when brought before 
Pilot, the Judge—had he been less the God and more the cow- 
ardly Time-server, he might have lived respected to agreen old 
age, and died as the rich man dies, been splendidly buried, and 
— forgotten. 

Galileo subjected himself to the scorn and derision of the 
religious world—to the dungeon and to death—by not waiting 
the world’s time. True, these prudent people did not start old 
Sola single inch, nor stay the revolving earth; but they did 
what they had the power to do—gagged the utterer of new 
thoughts. g 

Luther sowed the seeds of sedition too soon. The Mother 


John Murray, like John in Jesus time, went into the wil- 
derness preaching, “ Prepare ye the way fora new gospel, 


ee - even the glad tidings that God will not cast off forever the 
er aS a means to express or manifest itself, could at one and . ghildren of his care.” 


Universalism may be true, but the 

world isn’t prepared for it. The fear of Hell must be kept 

before the people, else there is no safety in all the land. 
Strange that fanatics will disturb the quiet of the world! 


i They see a gleam of light in the distance, and believing it to 


be the watehfire upon Truth’s eternal hills, they rush madly 
thitherward, trusting alone to the protecting heavens. 

Young America, a rattle-brained youth, declared indepen- 
dence long before John Bull was prepared for the avowal. 
« All men are endowed by their Creator with certain inaliena- 
ble rights, among which are life, liberty and the pursuit of hap- 
piness;” but to Old England such sentiments, coming from 
this side of the sea, were crimes only death could expiate. 

Franklin sent forth his kite and questioned the lightnings; 
they told him that his feeble hand could stay the thunderbolt. 


2 his wrath, had destined for the fire?’ Pity “Hrankiii-tead 
been born so soon by a hundred years. Had he waited till 
now, all the lightnings of heaven would be running along the 
wires, praising and glorifying his name. 

Fitch and Fulton were fanaties. They told steam-stories long 
before men could comprehend them. If they were now living, 
people would listen to them; for they are ready now for 
steam navigation. f 

A few years ago, while the world was napping, dreaming,” 
perhaps, that the curse of fanaticism had passed away forever, 
Spiritualism, like the Sinai thunders, burst upon the world, 
causing the great human heart to stand still with terror. The 
soul instinctively knew“the spirits’ mission was to demolish all 
the various crafts and isms in the wide world. They have 
been already terribly shaken; but the end is not yet. Our 
private sanctuaries are being invaded; our golden Gods are 
being demolished; our darling dogmas will be taken away, and 
the soul, unmasked, will be compelled to stand face to face be- 
fore God, and listen to new laws and receive new command- 
ments. f l 

The world isn’t ready for this terrible overthrow. Perhaps 
spirits do communicate ; but we are not ready to listen to their 
teachings; besides, it is not popular to bea Spiritualist; there 
are too many “ fishermen” and “carpenters” among them. 

What, then, is to be done? Why, hush the voice of the 
Eternal; be false, live a die, and bow, like the veriest menial, 
before the merciless task-master, Public Opinion. Put on the 
straight-jacket of the law; put fetters upon the lips and a seal 
upon the soul, and sit down quietly and contentedly to await 
the world’s time for the advent of Peace, Justice, Mercy, 
Freedom und Truth. 

THE QUALITY OF LIFE. 

The saintly is beyond the heroic mind. To get good is an- 
imal; to do good is human; to be good is divine. The true 
use of man’s possessions is to help his work ; and the best end 
of all his work is to show us what he is. The noblest workers 
of our world bequeath us nothing so great as the image of 


themselves. Their task, be it ever so glorious, is historical 
and transient; the majesty of their spirit is essential and eter- 
‘nal. While to some, God gives it to show themselves through 
their work, to others he assigns it to show themselves without 
even the opportunity of work. Te sends them transparent in- 
to this world; and leaves us nothing to gather and infer. 
Goodness, beauty, truth, acquired by others, are original to 
them—hiding behind the. eye, thinking on the brow, and ma- 
king music in the voice. Such beings live simply to express 
themselves. With fewer outward objects than others, or at 
least with a less limited practical mission devoting them toa 
fixed task, their life is a soliloquy of love and aspiration; the 
soul not being with them the servant of action, but action 
rather the needful articulation of the soul. Not of course, 
that they are in the slightest degree exempt from the stern 
and positive obligations of duty, or licensed, any more than 
others, to dream existence away. ‘If once they fall into this 
snare, and cease to work, the linaments of beauty and goodness 
are exchanged for those of shame and grief. 
not Zess but rather more, than others; only under somewhat 
sorrowful conditions, having spirits prepared for what is more 
than haman, and being obliged to move within limits that are 
only human. The worth of such a life depends little on its 
quantity, it is an affair of quality alone—Martineau. 


“The discipline of life is in our silent and unwitnessed 
hours; in hidden paths, sheltered beneath God’s deep shadows.” 


Usually they do © 
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DR. DURAND’S CRITICISMS. 
[concLupED. | 

The question of the spiritual existence of animals, though 
one of much interest to the philosopher, is yet, perhaps, of lit- 
tle practical consequence, and we shall therefore dismiss it with 
as few words as possible. Our correspondent is mistaken in 
supposing that our present opinion on that subject was “ sug- 
gested by prejudice.” On the contrary, it has been adopted 
after much investigation and “ reasoning,” and in opposition to 
our prejudices—for we previously entertained a different convic- 
tion, as do many Spiritualists now. 

He also mistakes our meaning, if he understands us as 
denying immortality to whatever of “ mind,” or “spirit,” 
any animal possesses.. We admit that the essential nature of 
all faculties possessed in common by men and animals, is ab- 
solutely the same in both, and equally indestructible. Hence, 
if the question were put in this form: ‘ Do the essential spir- 
itual principles which produce the animal forms of earth, con- 
tinue to exist after the dissolution of those forms ?” our an- 
swer would be as emphatically, Yes, as in the other case it was 
No. But it does not follow that they continue to exist in the 
same identical and individualized forms as on earth. Our 
present view is that all animals have their ultimates iz man ; 
and in him,—i. ¢., as constituent parts of his wholeness, they 
enjoy immortality,—not as existences external to him. In 
other words, we conceive that man absorbs into his own nature, 
the spirit of fidelity from a faithful dog (that is, the spiritval 
essence whose manifestation is fidelity), the spirit of shrewdness 
from the cunning fos, the spirit of patience from the enduring os, 
the spirit of stateliness or majestic motion from the noble steed, 
of inoffensiveness from the gentle lamb, and so on through the 
whole catalogue of zoology,—and that, in his complex nature, 
as the epitome and highest embodiment of all these principles 
they attain the summit of their expression and the ultimate of 
their use. , i 

We apprehend, moreover, that man is something more than 
an embodiment of these complex principles or essences evolved 
through Nature. We conceive that he possesses an element 
which is interior to and underlies all these essences, and 


__ which is distinct from and more than they all,—namely, the 


l Malamhin] om btad alara, nt tha iymact nrinainia af haine which 
ter,—an element in which resides the germinal power of an 


eternal unfolding, an immortal progression. To this part of 
the human being we are accustomed to apply the term “ soul,” 
in distinction from both spirit and mind. We think that 
no form of existence below man has this germinal or eternally 
unfolding element—and hence none of these forms are capa- 
ble of progression or cultivation beyond certain limits. Each 
genera and species in time exhausts itself and becomes extinct; 
while man is capable of indefinite progression, of infinite un- 
folding. Hence man, by virtue of this element, has tendencies 
inward and upward,—aspirations toward the purer, the high- 
er, the immortal,—consciousness of exhaustless capabilities, 
—which do not appear to characterize any lower form of ex- 
istence. at 

Such, at least, are our conceptions of man’s nature, though 
we shall not now attempt to demonstrate their accuracy by 
any strictly logical process. Holding these views, we cannot, 
of course, accept our correspondent’s argument as conclusive. 
He appears, if we understand him, to regard the spirit or germ 
of a dog as in no way different, in its essential constitution, 
from the spirit or germ of a man; and deems that the only rea- 
son why the dog does not manifest capabilities equal to those 
of man is, that the dog-spirit is not, in its external form, pro- 
vided with organs, or tools, through which it can manifest all 
its capacities. -On the contrary, it seems to us more probable 
that each spirit-essence or germ-principle, whether of dog, fish, 
horse or man, forms for itself external organs suited to the 
expression of all its inherent capabilities ; and hence that the 
only reason why man Has a more complete organism than the 
dog, fish, or horse, is that his yerm-principle is more complete 
—so complete, indeed, that unlike the others, it is an image of 
the Universal Spirit, embracing all lower principles, animal, 
vegetable and mineral, together with an individualized spark or 
germ of the Divine Essence. We leave the reader to make his 
own choice between these diverse theories. 

The appearances of animals in the spirit-world, to both clair- 
voyants and to spirits, are, we think, readily explainable in con- 


fics grosser matter ; and thus spirit, itself, is pervaded, control- | his manners entitled him to ocecupy—purchase the necessary 
led and modified by a still subtlerand more powerful Element, | materials and instruments and hire some literary genius—at 
commonly called the Divine or Celestial. half what his services are really worth—to make him a repu- 

Whether the identical atoms now existing in the natural de- | tation before the world. The poor Ziterateur, whose own coat 
gree can advance by a process of sublimation, to the spiritual, | has been threadbare for the last year, sets up a well-dressed 
and from the spiritual climb up to the celestial, may be a mat- | effigy and calls it by the name of his employer, who is pleased 
ter of question; but if, as is the theory of a large class of | to know that the people have confidence and readily mistake a 
philosophers—(and we presume of our correspondent among | respectable looking image for himself.» All the while the lite- 


sistency with our view; but we propose not to enter upon that 
branch of the subject here. 

On the relations between spirit and matter, our correspondent 
has not defined his terms with distinctness sufficient for a clear 
treatment of that point. Tosay that matter is “an objectivation 
of spirit” conveys to us no other idea than that it is one form of 
the same substance which in another form is termed spirit. If 
matter is the objectivation of spirit, then, is not spirit the sub- 
limation of matter ? 


We prefer that analysis which considers all things as sub- 


Stance (or matter, if any prefer the term) 
and lower, or finer and coarser, 
conditions. Both “spirit?” or « mind,” and “soul,” (using 
these terms as defined above) with all its faculties, mušt 
a Pas E else how could it act on substance? 
o produce action, there must be co j 
not come in contact with nothing. Selle a 
most substantial of all substances, because of cts siuin ortality 
Hence, we recognize no such thing as positively inert scien 
Inertness 1s comparative. All matter is in motion, in its de- 
gree and condition, and capable of responding to attraction— 
thus manifesting something of life. The more highly sublima- 
ted, the more of life, activity and power does it exhibit. Ex. 
isting in three prominent degrees—natural, spiritual and celes- 
tial—the higher or finer pervades the lower and coarser, as a 
positive principle acting in conjunction with the negative life 
of the lower. Thus subtle spirit pervades, controls and modi- 


, existing in higher 
or more and less sublimated, 


them, else what does he mean by an “ objectivation ”?)—if the | 
natural world is in some way a projection from the Infinite | 
Mind and Soul,—a formation out of substance proceeding from 

the celestial through the spiritual to the natural plane,—then 

what is to hinder each identical atom from traveling back by 

the same road? We leave the metaphysicians to answer at 

their leisure. A. EL N. 


n -o- 


IMPORTANCE OF STRAW. : 
The proverbial philosophers have not been wholly unmind- 
ful of the immense value of straw. They have admonished 
us that straws enable us to determine “ which way the wind 
blows,” and likewise “the direction the tide runs ;” two pieces 
of information of great practical utility to mankind in general | 
and to some people im particular. The man who would | 
achieve a large success, according to the doubtful definition of ; 
the times, must be a careful observer of the facts and a close | 
student of the philosophy of winds and tides. Of course all | 
who value present ease, or chiefly aspire to a lazy immortality, | 
know better than to attempt to row up stream or to resist the | 
“tides in the affairs of men.” It is more convenient to go 
the other way; or, haying availed themselves of all the favor- 
able currents, they come to an anchor when the tide is in the 
wrong direction. The politician trims his sails to the popular 
breeze, and when there is no breéze at all he contrives to raise | 
one on his own account. The man who would buy and sell | 
with unusual success must manage to steer clear of the ad- | 
verse winds of fortune. If one bas a profession, and would 
secure a large patronage—wholly disproportioned to his intrin- 
sic merits—be must be prudent enough not to raise a storm by 
expressing unpopular opinions; while the old sinner who as- 
pires to the possession of youth, beauty and innocence, pours | 
the anodyne of soft speech (words are wind) on the listening i 
ear, or stimulates the imagination by vague promises of pros- | 
-perous gales and tides that lead to fortune. 

On the points suggested by the aforesaid philosophers, the 
voice of an angel is scarcely more reliable than the testimony 
of straws. 
summer, while the sturdy oak will not bend. 
smitten pinnacles stand firm amid the war of elements, while 
light things are borne along by the ærial currents. The 
stately ship, however important in the commercial economy | 
of the world, cannot so readily indicate the course of the | 
ocean tides as the smallest thing that floats on the surface of | 


The slender grass waves in the gentlest breeze of | 
The tempest- 


the wave. O ye time servers and moralists under the india | 
rubber code! repent of your ingratitude and respectfully ae- 
knowledge your obligations to straw; for without this infalli- 
ble guide ye would all mistake the way to fortune and to fame. 
It the functions of straw were limited to what is already 
expressed or implied, it would still appear to be a staple pro- 
duction, very essential to the gilded economy of our modern 
civilization, and quite indispensable to the galvanic operations 


nf waonantahla caniaty Tnndeed half the hnainese af the warid 
adaptation of straw to the learned professions and the business 


pursuits of men. The young advocate, whether of law, poli- 
tics or religion, would have no suitable materials of which to 
construct the images created and upheld by his fancy only to 
be stricken down to gratify the hero of imaginary conquests. 
But the men of straw are not all creatures of the faney, nor 
is the logician’s glittering rapier likely to extinguish the spe- 
cies. We find men of straw in every profession, and being 
usually well-dressed effigies, they frequently find their way 
into very important positions. They differ from normally con- 
stituted men in having zo spinal column. It does not require 
a professor of anatomy to perceive the difference. Just lean 
a little on one of them—impose upon him the weight of a 
great idea or the pressure of a generous enterprise, and while 
he will naturally seek a horizontal position, you will inevitably 
discover what he was made of. 

Not only is straw indispensable in fancy stocks and the 
credit system, but it is the chief material of which many 
showy reputations are ingeniously woven. Automatie forms of 
substantial men sit in the halls of science and perform their 
The 


genius of learning seems complacent while his servants scoff in 


work with as much precision as patent sewing machines. 


set and scholastic phrase at the annunciation of each new idea. 
For convenience, and especially for confirmation, they have 
the images of the old forms, hypotheses, and institutions 
painted on the glasses they are accustomed to look through. 
Whenever the imposing figure known as the professor proposes 
to examine the claims of a new and unpopular subject, he gra- 
ciously condescends in the first place to adjust his spectacles, 
whereupon he has a vivid perception of his old and vague 
ideas—nothing more. In his peculiar view we miss the sub- 
ject altogether, and straightway the automatic individual com- 
placently ascribes” our whole system of philosophy to sensa- 
tional illusions or a heated imagination. When the fucts—the 
phenomenal illustrations of the essential idea itself—are sub- 
jected to a scientific inspection they disappear behind the 
opaque images on the glass. The reason why the learned Pro- 
fessor does not see the Spirits when they come into his pres- 
ence may thus admit of a rational explanation. He may 
either have a live beetle in his eye at the time, or be engaged 
in preparing a paper on the physiology and natural history of 
the American insect known and distinguished as the “ hum- 
bug;” or, possibly, the fossil elephant may be standing in the 
way. Of course the learned savant only sees what the vitreous 
medium is fitted to represent. If you wonder at such stupid 
blindness, the Professor very complacently ascribes your aston- 
ishment to your ignorance. While you reason and remonstrate, 
the automatic apology in the chair is precise and cold in his 
negatives. If you urge the subject he rises with offended dig- 
nity and mechanically bows your witnesses out of doors. You 
have been informed that profound learning makes men calm 
and candid, and you more than half incline to dispute your 


senses. You would corroborate the testimony of sight and | 
hearing by feeling. You rise with the dome of your spirit’s 
temple uncovered so as to admit light at all the windows; you 
approach most respectfully—you extend your hand, and— 
what then? Nothing, only if the effigy is “felt-on,” it will 
be found to be a man of straw. 

It is suspected by many that the departments of general lit- 
erature and public journalism, especially in America, require 
for their support large quantities of “the raw material.” 
Unlettered aspirants for literary honors—like Monsieur Mil- 
laud, the French millionaire, who purchased La Presse in or- 
der to gain a position in society which neither his money nor 


Atlantic is out. Dr. Holmes’ article, the only one we have ' 
yet had time to glance through, is full of sound sense and phi- i viduals, not a ‘sect ;* and that each one takes the liberty to 
losophy. He knows how to be serious without insipidity. His ` have his own opinions about all such matters, taking no re- 
theological notions are in advance of the sects, and will please : 
all who like to see rationality in religion. 


rary draper keeps behind the scenes, pulls the wires, acts as 
prompter, is a ghost or inspiring spirit, or, if necessary, plays 
the first fiddle in the uniform of the strong-handed individual 
who beats the bass drum. All this is done that the ambitious 
proprietor may secure public attention and a small corner in 
the temple of fame—secure the same by a right as indisputa- 
ble as that of any other intruder, who, on entering a sacred 
place, proceeds to inscribe his name with a Jack-knife among | 
the carved memorials of genius and heroism. 

The straw philanthropists constitute an interesting class, and i 
are somewhat numerous. Their philanthropy is syllabled in ; 
the papers and in the air. Instead of practising the unwar- 
rantable secrecy of not allowing the right hand to know what 
the left hand is about, the philanthropic man of straw is ever . 
open and undisguised. Seereey is presumed to imply decep- ! 
tion and mischief, but he never incurs the suspicion. To avoid 
this he occasionally publishes in a paper what benevolent in- 
stitutions he belongs to; not of course to induce the convic- | 
tion that he is sufficiently taxed already, and must not be | 
called on for other charities; nor yet that the world may know 
how much he is devoted to humanity, to the end that he “ may 
have glory of men.” O, no; he only mentions the subject z7- į 
cidentally, by way of apology for neglecting to give special at- 
tention to other people, who, but for that, might have remained 
in blissful unconsciousness of any neglect whatsoever. When 
he proposes a libera}? donation for the benefit of the heathen (he 
is especially generous in proposals) he folds his bill together so 
that the denomination may not appear (some one may conjec- | 
ture that it is a ten pound note), and then, rising to his full, ' 
normal] stature, he takes it by the extreme end; when his hand | 
is over the appropriate receptacle, he relinquishes his grasp | 
with becoming grace and moderation. There are other notes | 
in the hox, and no one ever ascertains who deposited the genu- 
ine one dollar bill on the broken bank! 

If our benevolent man of straw is a merchant, he advertises 
to sell goods at ruinous prices; (ruinous to the purchaser, per- 
Isaps;) he is very obliging, and gives long credits, (philanthro- 
py is a great thing) compounds his interest and takes a mort- 
gage just to accommodate you. He loves to oblige his neigh- | 
bors io the extent of his ability (all are neighbors who | 
have unincumbered real estate). When a commercial crisis ' 
occurs and the financial pressure becomes severe, he naturally į 
feels it very sensibly, At first he politely intimates that mer- i 
chants as well as other people are liable to mect with “an un- | 
timely end” (in business) for the want of a free, uninterrupted | 
circulation. 
neighbors, he wiiido what he can to grant a still further indul- 
gence. Accordingly, he goes to Solomon Coppershell and Ear- 
nest Dimcholder, the only moneyed men in town, and borrows 
all they have on hand. 
charge immediate obligations. He is reluctantly obliged to 
foreclose. Accordingly, your homestead is advertised for sale, 
said. Our philanthropist does not want the property, but it 
should not be forgotten that he is disposed to be obliging. He 
is even willing to give (there being no one else to buy) a little 
more than any other man. In closing up the business, if other 
parties are interested, our straw philanthropist employs in the 
inventory an original sliding scale, whereby, as the profits 
slide up the asscts slip down. : 

Where such men reside there is usually a growing demand 
for straw. Indeed, the fashionable world would be at least 
partially depopulated if the men of straw were all removed. 
Their departure would change the election returns, cut down 
the tax-list, limit the importation of fancy fabrics, and ruin 
the prospects of French tailors, hair-dressers and perfumers, 
But this not all, nor is it the worst. Would not widows and 
fatherless children be indefinitely multiplied, the manufacture 
of fustian suspended, and congress obliged to adjourn for want 
of a quorum? Ay, such are the momentous issues depending 
on straw, that all these disasters, and others we dream not of, 
might very probably be evolved from the destructive ordeal. 
Possibly several parishes might be left without ministers, and 
the Neluchadnezzar family be suddenly increased in the rural 
districts. 

Morat.—The little things in the conduct of men are the 
straws that reveal the currents of feeling, thought and pur- 
pose. A seemingly great deed may after all be prompted by 
a selfish ambition; but the unstudied words, thoughts and 
deeds of every-day life infullibly disclose the real character of 
the individual. From these sources we may derive far more 
comprehensive and reliable views of man than it is possible to 
form from the greatest mental achievements and the most im- 
posing events, The vulgar mind may be arrested and attract- | 
ed by whatever startles and dazzles the senses ; but the little 
things that make up the sum of life and the world, furnish to 
the philosophical historian the most suggestive and significant | 
elements in human history. 5. B. B. 

am 

Deciixe or Spiniruatism.—The Courier affects to believe 
that, as a result of its stupendous efforts at exposure, “ the de- | 
lusion [of Spiritualism] is passing away.” We think it would : 
perplex our veracious cotemporary to furnish any substantial 
evidence of such a fact. We have never known the time when | 
calls for lecturers and mediums, throughout the country, were 
so numerous and urgent as at present; nor has there been a | 
time when so many competent laborers were in the field—though | 
the demand greatly exceeds the supply of this class. We 
cheerfully accord to the Courier a large share of the credit | 
of producing this result, but its labors have obviously told in 


the reverse direction from what it supposes, 
> a 
Facrs.—We hope to give the fact department due prominence 


in’ future issues. It has been our intention to do this from the 
beginning; but we have found other matter monopolizing the 
space, almost against our will. 


A little experience in sailing | 


our new craft will enable us to steer clear of these obstructions, | 
= es H 


Tne Attantic MoxtuLr.—The February number of the. 


i 


o M 
When one advised Lycurgus, the famous lawgiver, to estab- : 


lish a popular government at Lacedeemon, “ Go,” said he, | been made to “organize” 
“ and first make trial of it in thine own family.” 


Being disposed to look after the interests of his | 


: | 
But the amount is insufficient to dis- 


terms cash, The Coppershells and Dimeholders having their | 


_ ualists have as yet taken any special interest in this scheme, 


oceurred a disbanding for the ridiculous reason set forth, nor 


ANTI-SPIRITUAL “INDECENCIES.” has anything transpired in connection with the enterprise, since 

We briefly alluded, two weeks since, to some scandalous ! the issue of the above volume, which in our judgment has 
gossip put forth in the Springfield Republican, relating to | been of sufficient importance to the public, to call for mention 
alleged sayings and doings of Spiritualists in Boston. So: 
preposterous were these stories, that we deemed them hardly 
worthy of serious notice—not supposing that an enlightened | 


in our columns. 

As to the “proposition” said to have produced the truly 
“startling” effect of causing the dissolution of a community nev- 
er yet formed, the only shadow of a basis we can discover for 
| the allegation is in the sentiment which is expressed in the fol- 


and sensible public would give them the slightest credence, 
at least until backed up by some shadow of evidence. But 
it seems that there is a portion of the conductors of the news- 
paper press for whom our estimate was somewhat too favorable. 


lowing paragraph from the work above referred to: 
‘Spiritualism comes, then, to call out a few persons, who shall be 


We mean those (and the Republican is in some measure an ex- | 2! that is idealized here [i. e., so pure that lowsand lascivious thoughts 
cannot be generated in their minds, or indulged in their presence], and 


ponent of the class) who appear to regard it as the expecial 
i more; women who shall be divinities or- goddesses in human form; who 


function of the newspaper to serve up daily or weekly dishes | 
p p Tar P , y w € > | shall know no shame; who shall seek no fig-leaf coverings; who shall 
of all sorts of “horribles,” ‘criminalities,” “startling devel- 


opments,” ‘ astounding disclosures,” etc., the truth of which is 
P g ’ ; 


; be so pure that garments shall not be used for purposes of concealment, 
| but only for comfort and convenience.’’—— Educator, p. 621. 


of small consequence in comparison with the pennies they bring ! Substantially the. same sentiment, we are told, has been 
to the pocket. The foul garbage referred to was too choice a : uttered by Mr. Spear in different forms, but always to the 
morsel to be overlooked by these watchful caterers; and it has _ effect that the sense of shame is the concomitant of conscious 
been caught up and reproduced throughout the country, by pa- . impurity, and that if men and women were as pure as they are 
pers of this class, from the New York Tribune—the model of ` capable of becoming, clothing would no longer be needed for 
school—up (or down) to the Boston Cowrier—the ' the mere purpose of concealing “the human form divine.” 
very incarnation of “ respectability,” the oracle of Science, the . This is a very different thing 
the organ of the Professor of Greek, and the only competent “« community should cease to 
“ guardian of the public morals,” ever yet instituted. Insome | of things. 


the “intense” 


from a proposition that any 
use clothing,” in the present state 


cases the filth has been dealt out without addition ; in others | 
{ 


it has been duly spiced and seasoned with editorial comments, 


But whether commendable or “indecent,” this sentiment did 
not originate with modern Spiritualists or spirits. If it be an 
indication of “ sensuality,” the whole Christian world is equal- 
ly involved in the imputation. We have been taught from our 
infancy, in primers, pictures, bibles and sermons, that the pro- 
genitors of our race, so long as they were sinless, “ were naked 
and were not ashamed,” and that, when Eden is restored in the 
| promised “millennium”—a consummation for which all church- 
thanks most devoutly to the Republican for the aid” afforded | 
by this welcome dispensation; it intensifies the details with 
italics, and proceeds, with both hands raised and eyes upturned 
in holy horror, to recite an additional chupter of ‘dreadful re- | 
alitics,” closing with congratulations that the “delusion is pass- 
ing away, the imposture is becoming stale, and its pretensions, 
(Query: 
Should these latter prognostications prove true, what will be- 
come of Othello’s occupation ?) 

None of these presses appear to have thought of calling in 
question the truth of the Republicans statement. No; the 
scandal was directed against the adherents of an unpopular 
ism; and it tallied well with the “award” ofa certain learned | 
Scientific Committee, who months ago fulminated oracular 
warnings about the “ truth of man and the purity of woman;” 
and of course it must be true! 

We ventured pleasantly to hint to the Springfield editor that : 
he was in all probability the victim of a silly hoax, and refrained 
from any expenditure of “indignant denunciations,” until we | 
should have some evidence that there was the slightest occasion Thus much for the first statement. The other is as follows : 
forthem. Wesupposed this would bring out from the scandal- | We hear also from the best authority that there are actually com- 
monger cither some show of proof, or some sort of apology for | panies of Spiritualists in Boston who sit in circles, perfectly undis- 


his casy credulity. But instead of either, our amiable cotem- | guised with clothing, that is to say, in puris naturalibus—men and 


porary is pleased to construe our coolness in the matter into a | Women indiscriminately! We should not credit this statement did it 
not come to us directly from those that know the facts. 


virtual admission of the facts, and very charitably imsinuates ; } l 
If the Republican has any such authority, let it be produced. 


| 
oo After much inquiry, we have been unable to find the slightest 
: trace of foundation for this statement ; nor did we ever hear any- 
thing ofthe kind intimated, or its de-irableness suggested, from 
Seiad It docs not deny the statements. We have reason to be- any source. It appears to be a whole-cloth fabrication, with- 


ally has the ability, if it were so disposed, to “confirm all we Tave : the: area Cas DG ree eG ees composition, But if 
stated.”? re be any such circles, they have managed their proceedings 


| so secretly as to elude the knowledge of the best informed 

; among us, and hene Spiritualists as ; i 

sity of these statements, as we know the absolute untruth of be eat ae tee eae a ee ae 
spons . ii the Hepullican do us the jus- 


the mean and dishonorable personal insinuations conveyed tice to print our disavowal, and th : 
above. We will now notice these charges in detail. The Re- ee a ee A 
© ; putation upon our “ frankness and honesty”? 


publican originally alleged that j 
; But suppose—what we do not for an instant admit —that 


this statement is true; for our testimony is only negative. 
Out of the ten or twenty thousand Spiritualists of Boston, we 
can claim personal knowledge of probably less than a thousand. 
We are not owniscient, and never elected ourself to the corps 
of “ Moral Detective Police,” choosing to leave that onerous 
and responsible duty to the sharp-sighted “ observers” of the 
, Courier, and to the alert spies of our “ enterprising” cotempo- 

‘rary in Western Massachusetts, It is not our habit—as it is 
and it was one of the causes of the ultimate dissolution of the commu- ; that of some editors—to positively affirm or deny what is be- 
nity.” i yond the circle of our personal cognizance. 


i 


or condiments, to suit the requirements of different localities. 

The paper last named, which had, for a time, “ subsided” | 
into comparative silence on its favorite theme of “delusion and | 
imposture,” seizes with an especial gusto upon this delectable | 
morsel. It gulps the whole story, notwithstanding its Mun- | 
chausenish proportions, without the least wincing, and returns 
es are professedly praying and laboring—a similar state of 
things will again come about. There is not a clergyman in 
Boston, who believes in a coming millennial day of universal 
purity, and labors to hasten it, but has as really proposed to 
dispense with clothing, as have ** Spear’s spirits.” 

And who is there, capable of a pure conception, that has not 
assented to the truth of this sentiment? Who does not 
know from the bible written in his own consciousness, that the 
sense of shame and the desire for concealment are born of con- 
scious impurity? Who does not also know the meaning of 
blushes, and smirks, and averted eyes, when a promiscuous 
company unexpectedly confronts the Greek Slave, or Dubufe’s 
Eve? Who has not learned that all such modesty is of the 
spurious stamp? Of the same character is that which profess- 
es to be shocked by the sentiment above quoted. And the fil- 
thy-minded wretch who could construe such an expression into 
evidence of ‘sensualistic tendencies,” clearly belongs to that 
class whom an old apostle charged with turning “the grace of 
God inte lasciviousness.” 


in a few months, will be universally discredited.” 


that we personally know its foul aspersions to be true! 
: are its crafty and contemptible words : 


« The Spiritual paper of Boston affects tggloubt our statements under 
the above head, in relation to the gross personal exposures of certain 


On the contrary, we “ have reason to believe” the utter fal- 


m- 


“ Within the past year there has been a community of Spiritualists 
organized under the direction of John M. Spears and lately disbanded, 
the history of which is carefully suppressed by the spiritual papers. | 
But that history is instructive and monitory, and we are promised an 
authentic account of it from one familiar with its details. One of the 
propositions made by ‘the spirits’ through this ‘seer,’ was that the 
company should cease to use clothing for the purpose of concealing 
their persons, and trust to the purity of each other. The proposition 
was not accepted, but on the contrary it startled the brethren and sis- 
ters into the consciousness that Spear’s spirits were not safe counselors, 


Suppose, then, the 
allegation be proved true; what shall we say of it? 
ticular. While we do not assume to defend the sayings and, ‘Simply this, (aside from considerations of comfort and health) 
: f SER . Ea toss é . 
doings of any medium, or of any “spirit” through any medium, either that there are Spiritualists in Boston who have made 
attainments in purity Jeyord what we had supposed ; or that 


any farther than the same commend themselves to our best , 
Judgment—much less of one so peculiar and seemingly erratic | there are those whose advancement is Zess than we had hoped. 
In the former case, then, the “millennium” may be nearer at 


in his proceedings as is Mr. Spear—yet truth and justice re- 
‘hand than we or our Christian friends had anticipated, and let 
God be praised for the knowledge! In the latter case, the 
painful fact will evince that the good time comine” is 
farther off than we could wish. se 


This statement we pronounce false in every important par- , 


quire us to brand the above allegations with their real charac- 

ter. From our personal knowledge of the movements of Mr. : 
S. before he left this city in October last, and from the infor. | 
mation we have received relative to his proceedings since, we | 


But in either event, we are 
none the less sure that Spiritualism is a divinely appointed 
instrumentality for brinying about man’s redemption from all 
_ sensualism and all sin, without which no millennium or perfect 
social state can ever dawn on earth. 


‘can affirm without fear of successful contradiction, that 20 com- : 
munity has been oryanized under his direction, and consc- 
quently that no such community has Leen disbanded, either jor 
the cause alleged or any other. So much for the “ instructive | 
and monitory history,” we are charged with having “ suppress- The mere belief or practice of intercourse with spirits does 
ed.” Such “history” has existed only in imagination. i not of itself make a person necessarily either better or worse ; 

It is well known that Mr, Spear has been for years used as ĉ? more than does intercourse between the people of America 


the mouth-picce of what purports to be a society of spirits, who ; and those of Europe. All depends upon the purposes for 


have undertaken to unfold through his instrumentality the | which such intercourse is maintained, and the classes between 


principles of a system of social re-organization which they wish | whom it is carried on. 


to introduce on carth. A large quantity of “papers” commu- | ape vile AOLE sensual Who visit London or Paris, find 
nicated relative to this movement, have within the past year : there those who are vile as themselves, a are thus perhaps 
been collated and printed in a volume under the editorship of . drawn downto lower depths of degradation. But who ques- 
the present writer. That volume, entitled «Tur Epccaton,” | tions the general utility of international intercourse, neverthe- 
so far from being “suppressed,” has been published to the | less? All know that the immense advantages derivable from 


world, and advertised in our columns, and is for sale by Spir- | the interchange of commodities, and of the goods of knowledge 


itualist bookscllers generally. Any one who imagines that it and wisdom, among those who are moved by lottier purposes, 
has either “ fanatical” or “sensualistic” tendencies is advised | immeasurably over-balanee all such incidental evils, and tend 
to correct his mistake by carefully reading the work. The eventually sy Eemoye them altogether. 

reader who does not find in ita theology far more rational, | , Bo is it with intercourse with the spiritual world. 
and a morality infinitely more pure, than generally accepted ‘ists may, if they choose, come into communion with spirits like 


and practiced throughout Christendom, will read with diferent: themselves, and indefinitely worse, and thus be dragged down to 
: | the lowest depths of earthly pollution; while the pure-minded, 


S 


Le 


ensual- 


eyes from ours. 


It should be noted, however, that comparatively few Spit- ‘ the aspiring, the truth-loving and sincere, may be led by angel- 
hands up the shining pathways of eternal progress and unspeak- 
able joy. And so surely as every vice will meet its due cor- 
rective, and every virtue its proper reward,—so surely as good 
must triumph over evil, and light dissipate darkness, so surely 
will the influx of wisdom and love from the upper spheres in 
due time overcome the follies of ignorance and the insanities 


of Just, and raise mankind to a loftier plane of life. 


or in any way identified themselves with it; while many have 
from the first strongly discountenanced it. 


(How long will it 
require for our opponents to learn that Spiritualists are indi- 


sponsibility for those of others?) Of those who have regarded gee 
this peculiar “movement” with favor and hope, some have ' 
been fluctuating in their attachment, and have from time to 
time withdrawn; but no attempt that we can learn, has yet 


a “community,” much less has there 


aoe Pigs ea Ao NN 1 
Apott Harr Ricutr.—Th 


e Illuminati has not received the 
| . = 
Aye in exchange, and surmises the reason to be the « billing 
. . Of 
the cooing we say nothing; but that we have dun an extra 
| amount of billing is most true. 


and cooing” incident to our recent matrimonial alliance, 


` 


Pa 


te ee 


T H E 


SPIRITUAL 


A G E 


A GLEAM OF SANITY ABOUT INSANITY. 

The Massachusetts State Lunatic Asylum at Taunton, re- 
ports recently to the Legislature that 207 persons have been 
admitted to that institution during the past year. In the table 
of “ causes,” we find ove only out of this number classified un- 
der the tasteful and scientific head of ‘‘spirit-rappings.” The 
Superintendent of the Asylum, (Dr. Choate), thinks, however, 
this single case sufficient to call for some special comments, 
and he indulges in the following profound observations : 

« Spiritualism, an old delusion under a new name, affording food for 
a class of credulous marvel-seekers, who formerly were fed with the 
mysteries of animal magnetism, mesmerism, witchcraft and fortunc- | 
telling, and who, after this delusion has faded away, will find some new 
form of wonder, brings us an occasional subject. But its influence in the | 
production of mental disease has probably been much exaggerated. Any- 
thing operating strongly upon the mind, and fixing ity attention for a 
long time to the exclusion of other objects, 
whether it be religion, love, sorrow, or the excitement of any of the sen- 


may produce insanity, 


timents or passions.’ 

The first part of these remarks will serve to reveal to the in- 
telligent people of Massachusetts the competency of this off- | 
cial for the important public station he has been appointed to 
fill. 


ism, Animal Magnetism and Mesmerism” as an “ old delusion,” 


A physician who, at this late day, can treat “ Spiritual- | 


affording feod merely for “a class of credulous marvel-seck- 
ers,” thus ignoring all the momentous facts relative to men- 
tal manifestations, both normal and abnormal, which these de- 


partments of inquiry have evolved—facts which belong pecu- 
liarly to his specialty as guardian of the insane, —we say such 
a man, whatever his professions, can be but poorly qualified for 
so responsible a position as Superintendent of a State Lunatic 
Asylum. We State administration will do itself 
the honor, and the Commonwealth the justice, to obtain the 
services of a more competent officer. 

The latter portion of Dr. Choate’s observations, however, | 
possess a slightly redeeming feature. 


trust the new 


They stamp with false- 
hood thosé slanderous charges which have so often been rung | 
through the land, of a special and “ frightful tendency to in- | 
sanity” accompanying “a belief in Spiritualism ; and clearly , 
though tardily admit a truth which all candid and reasonable 
people have scen from the outset. Let those editors and preach- 


{ 


ers who have taken special satisfaction in appealing to imag- 
inary “ statisties of insane asylums,” against Spiritualism, take | 

t 
note of the above remarks, and hereafter govern their pens and ; 
tongues accordingly. AL EL N. 


ed 


! purity of the individual; 


| all others. 


| their conduct was the natural result of their own evil promptings 


! prompted by the same evil propensities that dwell in the hearts of other | 


Hoston and Vicinity. 


The Melodeon Meetings. 


“ How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that bringeth 
good tidings, that publisheth peace.’’ 

These words formed the subject of discourse through Mrs. Hender- 
son’s mediumship on Sunday afternoon last. The main idea advanced 
was that an influx of spiritual life is as necessary to man as the air he 
breathes. There is a spiritual atmosphere which is constantly inhaled, 
and without which man would not be an immortal being. Acting with 
this law of reception is the law of impartation. He who receives must 
give; hence the office of ministers and teachers. The impartatious of 
spiritual life and truth will correspond in purity to the elevation and | 
they will be more or less mixed with the out- ; 
ward, imperfect man. This applies as well to the prophets of old as to | 
It is our duty, then, to seek constantly to refine, elevate j 
and purify our natures 
the Everlasting Fountain may flow out unadulterated to our fellow-crea- ' 
tures. 
truth, and publish that peace which is the fruit of a true life. 


, that the spiritual life which streams to us from | 
Thus we may bring good tidings in the form of principles of j 


A short and inspiring improvisation closed the lecture; after which | 
various questions were proposed and answered. As they treated of 
topics which have been repeatedly discussed in this paper, a report is | 
unnecessury. 


In the evening the question proposed for consideration was this : | 
Was the crucifixion of Christ essential to.the salvation of man ; if so, 
in what light should the conduct of Judas in betraying and of others in | 
murdering him be viewed? 

In answer to the first part of the question the medium said the death 
of Christ was necessary asa result, not asa cause. It was essential | 
for the salvation of the world that he should live the life that he did; 
and such a death was the necessary consequence of that life. New and 
unpopular doctrines always stir up the spirit of bigotry, and that spirit 
is ready to pursue the innovater to the death. Jesus knew this; | 
he knew that his doctrines would arouse prejudices and call out perse- | 
cution which would only end in his death; yet he dared to pursue that į 
higher path with this inevitable result before him. 

With respect to the conduct of Judas and the murderers, it was said 
They j 
are not to be regarded as special instruments of God or of the evilone | 


to bring about certain pre-determined results. Their conduct was } 


wrong-doers, and is to be judged of by the same laws—by the same laws | 
does it incur its penalty. 


+ o 
Mr. Fitz’s Lecture on Mediumship. 

On Tuesday evening of last week, Mr. Asa Fitz, of this city, gave in 
the Hall at 14 Bromfield St., an exposition of his new and professedly | 
scientific system of medium development, with a view to the formation | 
of classes fur its practical application. 

Mr. F. (who has been well known to the public in this vicinity asa 


Mr. Brittan at Louisville. | 


The lectures of our associate at Louisville, Ky., appear to’ 
have produced a profound impression. upon intelligent minds in | 
that city, judging from the notices of the press. From the. 
Daily Democrat we clip the following paragraphs: | 


“ Pror. Britran’s Lecture.—We do not know that we have ever 
been so thoroughly delighted and interested with a lecture as we were 
last night with that of Prof. Brittan, at Mozart Hall. It wasa model 
of beauty, elegance, and excellence—rhetorically and logically. In- 
deed, his logic is superior to anything of the kind to which we have 
ever listened. He leads you on by gradual steps, from a point where 
you naturally agree with him, to a position from which, when looking 
back, you are astonished. You recognize every step you took in fol- 
lowing him, and yct can find no false footing—no dangerous ground. 
One is almost forced, in spite of his skepticism, to admit the Professor’s 
conclusions, because the train of reasoning he has followed leads di- 
rectly to those conclusions, and there is not open to his mental vision 
any other path. The subject last evening was the Philosophy of Inspi- 
ration. In its treatment the lecturer divided the subject into several ; 
heads—the inspiration of genius—that of the old time seers and proph- | 
ets, and others we have not time nor room to mention, adducing illus- 
trations from the lives and works of the great poets, painters, and mu- 
sicians, and from the lives and works of prophets and priests. We do 
not believe there was one of his audience who could not contentedly 
have listened another hour.’’ : R 

“Aga candid critic, who has always been a skeptic in reference to . 
spiritual manifestations, we are bound to say that we have not yet 
been able to detect in the lectures any argument that may not have | 
reason and philosophy for a basis.” 

‘©The subject is certainly one of profound interest, whatever views | 
may be entertained in regard to the theory. It has excited the atten- 
tion and aroused the investigation of some of the first minds of the ; 
age. If the dream of the enthusiast and the vision of the poet, that | 
the departed hover o'er our living pathways and inform us of events | 
transpiring in the world of spirits, is to be realized—let it even be so! ` 
But if the tenets of the doctrine be false, they may delude mankind for 
awhile, but cannot escape the searching scrutiny of truth. At all: 
events, let Mr. B. be fairly heard. He is elaquent and earnest and cap- | 
tivating, and his lectures are well worth their price.”’ 


Cyf 


Mr. and’ Mrs. Davis at St. Louis. 


A valued correspondent at St. Louis makes the following 


mention of the recent visit of these teachers: | 
A. J. and Mary F. Davis have just closed a course of eight lectures 
in St. Louis, which were delivered to large and appreciative audiences, | 
and seem to have given pleasure to all parties. 
Mary Davis is a pleasing speaker as to manner, while her matter 


racts from Correspondence. 


shows a depth of intellect in research, a polish in its expression, and a - 
depth of feeling that is hopeful for the great future. : 
Jackson never looked better, nor delivered himself more like a phi- : 
losopher than he does now—evidently-improving, as to manner, at cach 
lecture. But what surprised us most was that his lectures were not a 
re-hash of the “ Harmonias,’ but young, fresh and vigorous, as the 
Philosophy of the Harmony of all truth. i 
His first lecture on the ‘‘ Fraternity of Ideas,” was the grandest ef- | 
fort I ever listened to. It was heard by a large audience, who appreci- 
ated it. They go hence to Alton, Peoria, Chicago, etc., while T. Gales , 
Forster, of your city, will be with us Sundays the 24th and 31st insts. 
Sr. Louis, Jan. 18, 1858. Yours, M.A. 


ep 
Warren, Mass. 


From a letter from this town dated Jan. 15, we gather the 
following items : 

The people of this place, who have been slumbering as to the glorious 
cause of Spiritualism, now appear to be arousing from their slumbers, 
and are taking hold in good earnest. 

Last night I attended a public lecture at the Town Hall, given 
through the instrumentality of Mr. Jouns L. Potter, a trance speaking 
and healing medium. It was an able and discourse—one 
well calculated to arouse the people to new life and exertions, 

The light appears to be spreading. Ware, that deserted and be- 
nighted place, has caught a gleam, and it is like the rays of the morn- 
ing sun upon the distant hills. May it continue to shine until all feel : 
and enjoy its genial beams! 

Many thanks to-Brother Potter for this dawning, as it is by his la- | 
bors that it has been brought about. He is one of the best healing me- . 
„as many-can testify who have been restored to per- : 


interesting 


fi 
| 


diums among us 
fect health through his treatment, when all others considered them in- 
curable. He is doing a great work in this vicinity, and may he realize | 
s rich reward, is the desire of one who wishes the cause and all who j 
are engaged in it prosperity and pregression. Adieu. L. 


Rev. Hervey Exxrys, formerly of Glover, Vt., has removed 
from that place to Williston, in the same State, under en- 
gagement to preach in the latter place for one year. Ina) 
note to us he says: 


‘I preach the modern and only true philosophy and theology; and | 
if men cannot sustain truth, they must employ some one besides me to | 
preach falsehood aud superstition. Our Universalist Societies in Ver- 
mont are uneasy under the old fogy theology; the modern suits.”? 


_ that department,) stated that he had been for several years an investi- 
trator and firm believer of Spiritualism, though known as sech to but 


i his instrument. 
l only is use:l;—the electrical clement, or spirit of electricity, which is | 


‘ which process it becomes animal magnetism, and is rendered sufficient- 
‘ly gross to come in contact with and move gross matter. 
‘medium, the organs of iJeulity and form are exercised; and so on. 
_ organs are quickened by the touch of the fingers’ points; 


, Similar capacities, aud in similar degrees of unfolding, the special kind of 


, powerfully the carth-sphere 


; habyts are liable to such infestation; that by keeping the system in the ; 


{ 


successful teacher of vocal music, and author of elementary works in 


few persons. He had pursued his inquiries in a quiet and private way, 
and thus had enjoyed some facilities in his particular line of investiga- 
tion which otherwise would have been closed against him. He had found : 
that numbers of the Lest and most highly gifted mediums existed among | 
the higher classes of society,—persons of culture and refinement, who 


. are not known to the public in such a capacity; and he could state from 


personal knowledge that there are hundreds of mediums and thousands of | 
believers in Spiritualism, in quarters where the public little suspect they j 
exist. Í 

His attention had been turned specially to the analy ! 
and systemization of meliumship. 


» Classification ' 
He had found that it is governed ! 
by laws as definite and invariable as is any other department of human | 
capability. The diiferent kinds aud phases of mediumship are not the 
result of chance, but may be pre-determined in any case, by a proper ; 


knowledge of the constitutional organization of the individual. 


Tn his researches in this matier, he had learned that there are forty- 


1 
1 
i nine organs in the human brain—being seven groups of seven euch— ~ | 
! which are several more than Phrenologists have usually recognized. I 


order to produce any phase of mediumship, certain of these organs are 


i 
brought into requisition. Spirits play upon them somewhat as the mu- | 
sician dees upon the key-board of the organ, or the telegrapher upon | 
For example, in a tipping medium the organ of motion 
more powerful than electricity itself, is passed through this organ, in Í 
In a seeing | 
The ! 
but their ac- 
tivity Is lessened by the application of the palm of the hand. 


Hence by ascertaining the exact condition of phrenclogical develop- : 
ment and activity, the kind ef mediumship of which a person is capable 
may be determined; and by classing together in a circle those having 


spirit-intluence required fur their cumplete development may be brought | 
to the speedy advanzement of all. Thus, 
classes of drawing mediums had been develope in six sittings, so as to: 


to bear upon them united]ly 


execute beautiful heads and other drawings, and to be able thereafter 
to be used when alone. 

sist in this work when the proper conditions were observed; that the 
spirit-world had been organizing for this aud similar purposes; that 
the spheres of wisdom were approaching more nearly and effecting more 


He believed that spirits and associations of spirits were ready to as- | 
| 


than ever hefure; that the combined power 
of associated mind in the higher life can be brought to bear, not only 
for the development of mediums, but for the removal of diseases and of 
sinful propensities, by our coming into rapport with higher grades of | 
being; that discases are often caused and aggravated by the influence | 
of recently departed friends, who are by their infirmities drawn to rel- į 
atives left behind, and ignorantly throw upon them their unhealthful 
that gross and wicked spirits also cause diseases by infes- 


magnetism ; 
tation, and that all persons who breathe foul air, and indulge in gross 


highest cundition of health, and the mind open to influxses from the 
higher spheres, persons may become impregnable to disease, even 
though surrounded by contagion, and may be able to impart to others 
a positive magnetism that will expel both disease and infesting spirits. 
In this way Jesus ‘‘ healed the sick and cast out devils,” and the apos- ; 
tles could handle vipers without harm. 

Numerous other topics connected with Spiritual Philosophy were 
touched upon, and the lecture was replete with novel and interesting 


suggestions, to which we have not room to allude. 


2 79 


o> 
Conference at Spiritualists’ Reading Room, 


Tuurspay Evenine, Jan. 21. 


Dr. GarpNer was called to the chair, and announced the topic of; 
Progression as being yet under consideration; but the entire evening - 
was consumed ina not specially edifying discussion respecting the pro- | 
priety of opening the Conferences with reading the Bible and oral: 


i prayer. 


One gentleman had come to the meeting charged by his spirit friends , 
with this special duty, and thought he ought to obey their advice, but ! 
did not wish to proceed without putting the matter to vote. 
while protesting against a’slavish obedience to spirits, 
; lingness that there should te entire freedom in the matter—if any felt ; 


Some, ` 
expressed a wil- 


moved to give utterance to their thoughts, aspirations and emotions in ` 


It : 
was urged that true prayer did not consist in the utterance of vocal ' 


that way, they might be allowed to do it as freely as in any other. 


: words, but in the sincere desires of the heart—hence that all who came - 


‘to the mecting with sincere desires to gain truth and good, had “ uni- ; 
ted in prayer,” in the very act of coming, and if their minds were in a 
receptive condition, they were in fact praying all the time while pres- 
ent. Others seemed to think that there could be no prayer without : 


| formal vocal utterances; and while some were earnestly in favor of this . 


practice, others were disposed to regard it as savoring too much of for- 
The sub- 


mality and externalism to be introduced among Spiritualists. 
ject was finally disposed of hy an indefinite postponement. 
The following topic was proposed for consideration at the next meet- 
ing: 
Has anything been developed by Spiritualism or Phrenology which 
may be made of practical service in the education of children, and in 
family discipline? 


Sew Pork and Vicinity. 


Tue CoNFERENCE on Tuesday evening, the 19th inst., was opened by 
Mr. Wuirman reading several communications received by him at a 
circle of which he is a member, proving conclusively to him, the reality 
of spiritual communion and the identity of spirits. 

Mr. Cores desired the Conference to take up the question which had 
been previously discussed, in relation to the proofs of spiritual inter- 
course and the identity of spirits afforded by ‘* Trance Mediumship.’’ 
The result of his investigations was that there were clearly to be recog- 
nized three kinds of spiritual influence:— First, the influence of an in- 
dividual spirit, by which the identity of the spirit might be established 
and the medium made to utter sentiments in opposition to the senti- 
ments entertained by such medium inthe normal state. Secondly, a 
general spiritual influence enabling media to utter their own best 
thoughts. Thirdly, an influence proceeding from persons in the form 
We are as essentially spirits now while in the body as we ever shall be, 
and can, of our own will, act as independently of spirits in or out of 
the form, as the spirits themselves. Father Matthew, Gough and oth- 
ers act upon man by the force of their own spirits,—by the power of 
their own unaided and impassioned eloquence. 

The speaker cited several instances illustrative of these different 
kinds of influence. He mentioned, particularly, cases of persons in 
the body seeing, identifying and conversing with each other, while at 
the same time they were, physically, far apart. 

Dr. Gray related some interesting facts in his own experience going 
to prove that persons in the body might impress each other, and that 
such impressions may be and often are mistaken for those of spirits. It 
might be claimed that these impressions required the intervention of 
disembodied spirits. He held it to be a sound maxim that, in the solu- 
tion of any problem, no more elements were to be taken into considera- 
tion than were necessary to the solution. Nothing is more dem- 
onstrable than that spirits in the form can enter into rapport with 
each other. He would not deny that spirits do communicate through 
trance mediums, but he deprecated as foolish and pernicious the indis- 
criminate reference of everything uttered by trance mediums to disem- 
bodied spirits. The rule laid down by Dr. Warner is a safe and sure 
one to be governed by,—‘* When the question is,—Do spirits communi- 
cate?—it is of no consequence what is said. When the question is— 
What is communicated ?—it is of no consequence where the communi- 
cation comes from. All utterances through mediums or others are to 
be accepted or rejected according to their own intrinsic merits. The 
Doctor related some facts to show that the consciousness of mediums is 
not to be relied upon’ as evidence of the source of the communications. 

Dr. Warner related a fact, corroborative of the above views, that oc- 
curred recently at a social gathering in this very room. A gentleman 
pointed out a medium on the opposite side of the room to his friend, 
and said,—‘* Now I will make that woman come to me.” IIe became 
silent and willed her to approach him. In a few minutes the medium 
crossed the room and came up to the gentleman saying the spirits had 
sent her to him, but she knew not for what purpose. Such experi- 
menis were very numerous, and could he performed by any one at all 
conversant with the subject. All history teaches us that men may be 
influence. in their spiritual intercourse by their own preconceived no- 
tions—** psychologized’’? by an idea. The time was when all the com- 
munications came from God. Then men found out there were such 
things as “ghosts. Ghosts have at last been resolved intg the spirits 
of common men and women. Although we know that spiritual inter- 
course has occurred in all ages of the world, yet the idea of universal 
intercommunication has never been put forth until now. At present 
persons ignorant of mesmerism attribute all the phenomena they can- 
not comprehen to the agency of disembodied spirits, just as formerly, 
persons ignorant of Spiritualism, attributed all communications to God. 

Dr. Harrock said a medium was relating, in a public meeting, some 
incidents connected with the death-scene of a child. The mother of the 
child being present, was so painfully affected that she strongly desired 
and mentally willed the speaker to stop the narration. The speaker did 
stop, and said—** the spirits will not allow me to proceed.”? The Doc- 
tor, from his knowledge of mesmerism, contended that the mind of the 
mother, unaided by spirits, was competent to produce this result, 

Dr. Cuampiin asked—Does it make any diference whether impres- 
sions upon mediums proceed from spirits out of the form or from spirits 
in the form; are they not spiritual in either case? His wife is a seeing 
melium, and sees constantly the spirits of her children and other 
friends, whether they be in the form or out of it, present or absent. 

Mr. Qveru thinks the phrase ‘spirit in the form” is incorrect. 
Man acts hy the power of his own mind or will. He can magnetize 
and psycholegize his fellow-man and the lower animals; but he does so 
through his powers as a man and not as a spirit. Spirit is the result 
of the death of the man. It was not born with him and does not live 
with him, but has its birth when the man dies. When the spirit re- 
turns to earth it proves its identity by giving names, dates, incidents 
and peculiarities in the life of the man. It tells us it was a man, and 
is now a conscious spirit. Spirits come at our bidding and leave at 
our request. Man can control spirits as well as spirits can control 
man. In the case mentioned by Dr. Hallock, the woman did undoubt- 
edly control, mentally or magnetically, the man. 

Mr. ALLEN, of Ohio, said it had long been a recognized fact that 
spiritual or mental relations and affinities exist between man and man. 
Both psychology and Spiritualism prove this. Spiritualism proves 
more. It proves that spirits out of the form can and do influence those 
still in the form. 
the human affections. 


It proves, tco, that physical death does not destroy 
The inhabitants of the spirit-world feel even a 
deeper interest than ever in the progress of their earthly brethren. 
The grand mission of Spiritualism is to bring man into true relations 
with his brother man, with spirits and with God. It is to bring about 
a union of the heavens and the earth, to elevate and ennoble man, and 
to inspire him with freedom of thought, action and speech. Let us not 
refuse to receive those pure and beautiful teachings so lovingly offered 
us. 

Mr. Pantrince has continually called for facts in Mesmerism and 
Psychology which could be explained independently of spirit interven- 
tion, and has failed to find them. He thinks all the phenomena called 
No man can psychologize or con- 
trol the mind of another without the aid of spirits. In the case rela- 
ted by Dr. Hallock he thinks the speaker was stopped by spirits, and 
not by the mind of the woman. 


mesmeric are attributable to spirits. 


<- eo 


Bro. R. P. AMBLER’s lectures at Dodworth’s Academy on Sunday last 
were, as usual, attended by large auliences. In the morning, after the 
first singing, Dr. Warner, in coming forward to read, according to cus- 
tom in these mectings, said he desired to occupy the attention of the 
meeting for a few moments 
the audience, and of personal interest to himself. 


in relation toa matter of some interest to 
When the <Associa- 
tion under whose auspices these meetings are held was formed, he was 
instrumental in having introduced into thearticles of association a pro- 
vision for monthly meetings of the Association. The object of such 


“meetings was to secure a full and free interchange of ideas in relation 


to the general interests of Spiritualism in this city, and particularly in 
relation to the sustaining and management of these meetings. He de- 
sired the committee to feel their responsibility to and have their action 
freely criticised by the body that appointed them. 
he thought, would be calculated to promote the efficiency of the 
committee and increase the interest of the people in the cause. He re- 
gretted that gnly three such meetings had been held. In neither of 
those, however, had any objection been made to any of the measures 
adopted in the management of the meetings. It was only within a few 
days that he had been informed that ‘* many Spiritualists’? objected to 
the readiny as it has been practised in this place during the last year. 
He had never, until now, heard but cne sentiment expressed in rela- 
tion to it, and that was of unqualified approbation. He doubted if 
The committee, from first to last, had 


Such a course, 


many Spiritualists objected to it. 
been perfectly unanimous in instituting reading as one of the prelimi- 
nary exercises of these meetings. As practised here, it was in accord- 
ance with the catholicity of Spiritualism. Our object has been to pre- 
sent truth, whether found in ancient or modern scriptures. 
tions for the most part haq been made from the Bible and from the 
writings of orthodox theologians; with the view of showing that many 
of the doctrines advocated by Spiritualists are also maintained by ear- 
nest men and women of the orthodox school. The practice was not 
only instructive, but it had a harmonizing effect upon the audience. 
Formerly we haq neither singing nor reading. The lecturer would 
commence in the midst of a universal buzz of whispering, and it was 
sometimes several minutes before he could be heard. Since the practice 
of reading was adopted, every lecturer who had occupied the desk here, 
had expressed the most unqualified approval of it. He (Dr. W.) had 
endeavored, as fur as possible, to have the reading done by the lecturer. 


The selec- 


It was net always convenient, however, for lecturers to read, and they 
were often glad to have a substitute. He had never occupied the time 
or the purpose of reading except by the unanimous desire of the com- 
mittee and the special request of the lecturer. In view of the asser- 
tion that the practice is objected to, he would thank the audience to 
give him an expression of their views in relation toit. The Doctor 
then requested those who were in favor of continuing the practice as 
one of the preliminary exercises of the meetings, to manifest it by rising. 
Nearly the entire audience rose. He then requested those opposed to 
indicate it by the same sign. No one responded. He then said there 
appears to be but one opinion. If there had been but one dissenter he 
would not have proceeded without the consent of that minority. He 
then read a brief extract from a work written by an eminent clergy- 
man of the Church of England, Dr. Macnaught, against the assumed 
inspirational infallibility of the Scriptures 
of the 23d chapter of Matthew. 

The lecture which followed we could do no justice to, exzept in the 
exact words of the speaker. It was a most elaborately finished produc- 
tion,—not a word tvo much nora word too little. The subject was— 
«The Dream and the Reality of Life. The thirst for 
tion to pleasure, the ambition for power, the struggle fur fame, were 
shown to be the merest phantoms, made such by the false relations 
which we assume towards the. beautiful universe in which we are 
placed. The soul isthe real man; the body ouly the shadow. We 
live in the inwardly and dream in the outwardly. 
stantial than matter. All that the soul can aspire to is the real. 
us remember the realities that will 
forms have passed away. 


, and fullowed it by a portion 


“Let 
stand before us when the outward 
Then we 


en ay eee ren 
Dr. O. H. WELLINGTON, the well-known Spiritualist of 34 East 12th 
t, N. Y., has advertised that he desires an associate in his business, 
or else to dispose of his whole interest and furniture. 
Though this house has been known asa Water Cure, yet in conse- 
quence of its location, the character of the house and the Docter’s 
known interest 


in 
the most intelligent Spiritualists, who prefer 
they visit New York. 

We regret much that the Dector’s health compels hin to take this 
step, but we shall regret still more if so fine a house—so centrally loca- 
shall 


stopping there whenever 


ted and now having so good a reputation, and so much business, 
pass into the hands of any but a Spiritualist. 

Though known as the New York City Water Cure, Dr. W. has had a 
clairvoyant with him much of the time, we believe, for sume years, and 
sometimes two or three healing mediums. There is every requisite for 
a perfectly fitted Healing Institute, including arrangements for Electro. 
Chemical baths. 

As it also draws much transient company, the present is a good time 
for any one who desires to labor in a Healing Institute, or Boarding 
House and Home for Spiritualists. 

oe ws 

LAMARTINE HALL, corner of Eighth Avenue and 2th street, is rap- 
idly becoming a point of great interest to the Spiritualists residing in 
that part of the city. Mectings are held there every Sunday, 
and evening, and sometimes during the week. Mrs. French 
to a large audience there on Monday evening, the 17th inst. 


morning 
lectured 


ee ey ares 

The Hon. Epwarp Eversrr is to repeat at the Academy of Music on 
Tuesday evening, Feb. 2d, for the benefit of the ‘* Weman's Protective 
Emigration Society,’ the same lecture recently delivered in Boston for 
the benefit of the ‘ Provident Association.” 

bt pegs Pe 

Mr. R. P. AxBLER will continue his lectures in Dodworth’s Academy 

on Sunday next at the usual hours. 


Facts and Xen ni iths. 


Signs of Progress. 


A Boston correspondent of a New York religious paper complains of 
the Congregational churches in the former city, that—‘ Thereis a mel- 
ancholy deficiency of spiritual life, and asad departure from the preach- 
ing of the Gospel, among the Congregational clergy in Boston, and in 
New England generally. There is but one church in Boston that we 
can attend, and feel sure thal the sermon will not be on some secular 
subject.” 

When it is recollected that hy “the Gospel”? this writer means the 
theoretical and abstract doctrines of the ** evangelical? creed, —and by 
“secular suljects,’’ those which relate to the practical duties of every- 
day life,—the bearing of this statement will be clearly seen. Pity it 
were not more fully true! A ‘Gospel’? which dues not come down to 
secularities is of very little use to anybody. 

ANOTHER.—<An ecclesiastical council was recently convened at North 
Woburn, near Boston, for the purpose of ordaining a graduate of An- 
dover Theological hing at that place. Af- 
ter a protractel and exciting discu the ecuncil adjourned for a 
fortnight, and finally refused to ordain the preacher—alleging among 


Seminary, who has been preaz 


ion, 


other and comparatively unimportant reasons, that his theological views 
to the Council. It is asserted 
that the main point of unsoundness had reference to infant salvation. 


were ‘not in all respects satisfactory 
The young man had too much humanity to admit that infants could he 
“*damned’’ eternally for ‘‘criginal sin, although his philosophy did 


not enable him to see exactly how they were going to be ‘saved’? in 


accordance with the rest of the ‘ orthodox"? scheme. 

But notwithstanding the refusal of the ecclesiasties, the church has 
determined to sustain their chosen preacher, and either get him ‘ or- 
dained”’? by clergymen of a more liberal stamp, or run the risks of list- 
They would do well to remember that he 


who speaks the Truth is thereby ordained by a holier unction than man 


ening to unordained iips. 


or synods can impart. 

Andover Theology has evidently suffered a great deterioration from 
its ancient severity, since Moses Stuart so incauticusly opened the dvor 
of «German Nevlogy,’* and especially since it pleased the Higher Pow- 
ers to remove to another sphere that fossilizel expounter of a fossil 
creed, the former ‘‘ Professor of Dogmatic Theology. Where this ‘* de- 
generacy”? will end, it is not difficult to furesee. 

STILL ANoTHerR.—The Conyrevationalist vigorously repudiates the 
doctrine cf “infant damnation, denies that it was ever held hy its sect, 
and argues the possibility of children being ‘* renewed in the cradle,” 
Possibly 
from a still earlier’periol, provided pa- 


and ‘sanctified from the womh.”’ it may yet come to see 
that they may be ‘‘sanctifiel”’ 
rents will ‘sanctify themselves, by proper knowledge of and obedi- 
ence to the divine laws under whose operation children are ushered into 
being, in the violation of which is to be found the great source of de- 
pravity, disease, crime and misery. 
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Spirit Prorires.—The Clarion informs us that Dr. James Cooper, 
of Bellefontaine, O., has lately been controlled to draw pencil profiles of 
persons who have departed to the spirit-world. The outlines are very 
rapidly executed, sellom rejuiring more than five minutes. This is an 


interesting and convincing phase of mediumship. 


PERSONAL AND SPECIAL. 


Warren Ciase has been lecturing in Michigan, Indiana, Ilinois and 
Wisconsin, since he left New England in October, and is engaged in 
Lafayette, Delhi, Attica and Crawfordsville, Ind., 
liver a course of lectures in each place. After th at he visits Richmond, 
Ind., Cincinnati, Dayton, Columbus and Cleveland, Ohio, returns to 
his home in Michigan in April, and comes to New England to spend 
Such is his present arrangement and intention. 


in February, to de- 


the summer. 


— 0M 


The undersigned is prepared to devote a small portion of his time to 


lecturing on ‘‘ Spiritualism. ”? 
and careful statement of the facts and arguments on the subject, as 
they now stand,—with especial reference to the Cambridge investigations. 

For further information as to his method of treating the subject, he 
would refer to those who have heard his lectures in Portland, Ports- 
mouth, Montreal, and elsewhere. T. W. Hiaornson, Worcester, Mass. 
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GEORGE Stearns, author of “The Mistake of Christendom, will 
answer calls, in any direction, to lecture on the various Impositions 
of Ecclesiastical Authority, as well as on the Rational Evidence of 
Life after Death, and Prospective Happiness therein. Address, until 


further notice, West Acton, Mass. 
aa laps ges 


R. P. AMBLER may be addressed at No. 8 Fourth Avenue, New York, 
for a few weeks. 


gold, the devo- | 


Spirit is more sub- | 


shall realize that the ¢ things which ; 
are seen are temporal and the things which are not seen are eternal.” ? j 


Spiritualism, it has long been the resort of many of ` 


His object is to present an impartial | 


THE SPIRITUAL AGE. 


BOSTON AND NEW YORK, JANUARY 30, 1858. 


To Corresponpests.—Several inquiries from correspondents rela- 
ting to various topics connected with Spiritualism, will be attended to 
at our earliest opportunity. 

‘CA FAST FRIEND OF THE Cavse,’’ will accept our thanks for his com- 
plimentary opinions, and rest assured that no effort which health will 
permit, and judgment approve, will be wanting on the part of the un- 
dersigned to meet his wishes. ; A. E N. 
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JUBILEE AT NORTIHAMPTON.—The Spiritualists of Northampton, Mass., 


will hold a social gathering, or jubilee on the occasion of the opening 


of their new hall, on Friday afternoon, Jan. 20th, at Central Hall, 
commencing at one o’clock. Trance and other speakers from abroad 
are expected to be present. 

The undersigned anticipates the pleasure of mecting the friends in 
that section of the State of that occasion. 


A. EWN, 


RECEIVED.—R. Read, C. D. Foster, T. A. Jackson, W. G. Tarbell, R. 
Whippie, Z. C. Parent, J. A. Hyatt, F. L. Fairfield, E. W. Knight, J. Richards, P. J. 
L. T. Warner, IE Elkins, S. Haskins, C. R. Merrill, G. Sev erance, L. Cook, 
M. H. Tuttle, M. Ewen, M. Biglow, N. Hil, C. Hubbard, J. Chantre, 
y. J. W. Moulton, J. B. Hastings, T. J. Wheeler, W. L. Gay, L. J. Pardee, 
wrger, ae H. Dewey, C. W. Judd, V. Nicholson, — Stratford, W. W. Rogers, 
» Pairield, J. Monk, F. Watkins, C. B. Peckham, M. E. Tebb, R. C. 


Gleason, L. Bart, J. Saford, L. €. B., C. H. French, D. Wingard, A. Kent, L. Jones, 
I. Churchill, A. Mott, D. H. Weeden, J. L. Cambridge, F. C. Bailey, A. Graham, J 
R Day, 


J. Livesuy, E. F. Doane, W. B. 
S; Holden. aS 


H. Randal, 
Porter, 


M. W. Campbell, E. Marble, 
e Wit, H. Squier, L 


; MEETINGS IN BOSTON AND VICINITY. My 

| Stxpaxy Meerinas.—Mrs. A. M. Henperson will speak in the 

MELODEON on Sunday next, at 21-2 and 7 o'clock, P. M. 
SPIRITUALIST MEETINGS will be held at No. 14 Bromfield St., every 

‘Sunday afternoon. Admission free. A CircLe for medium develop- 

ment and spiritual manifestations will be held every Sunday morning 

and evening at the same place. Admission 5 cents. 

WEEKLY CONFERENCE MEETING, every Thursday evening, 
Bromfield street, commencing at 7 1-2 o’clock. 

THe LADIES ASSOCIATION IN AID OF THE Poor,—entitled “Har 
monial Band of Love and Charity,’ —will hold weekly meetings in 
thes Spiritutligts Reading Room, No, 14 Bromfield Street, every FRIDAY 
afternoon, at 8 o’clook. All interested in his benevolent work are in- 
vited to attend. i 

MEETINGS IN CHELSEA, on Sundays, morning and evening, at GUILD 
Hain, corner of Bellingham and Hawthorne streets. D. F. Gop- 
DARD, regular speaker. Seats free. 

Cuarrestown.—Meetings in Evening Star Hall, 69 Main St., every 
Sunday forenoon, afternoon and evening. The forenoons will be occupied 
by circles; the afternoons devoted to the free discussion of questions per- 
taining to Spiritualism, and the evenings to speaking by Lorine MoopyY. 
Hours of meeting 10 A. M., 2 1-2 and 7 P. M. 

Ix CambBripcrrort.—Meetings at Washington Hall, 
every Sunday afternoon and evening, at 8 and 7 o’clock. 

Ix Quincy.—Mectings in Mariposa Hall every Sunday. 


at No. 14 


Main street, 


Mrs. Henperson*s APPOINTMENTS.——Mrs. A. M. Henderson has en- 
gagements as follows:—Tuesday, Jan. 26th, at Franklin; Wednesday, 
27th, at Lowell; Friday, 29th, at Woburn; Tuesday, Feb. 2d, at South 
Dedham; W cine, 3d, at Weymouth Landing; Friday, Sth, at Eas- 
ton. On Sunday next, Jan. lst., she speaks in Boston fur the last 
time. During February, she will speak cn Sundays in Providence. 

ov. Cartes Spran will deliver an address in the First Universalist 
Church nest Sabbath evening, at 7 o’clock. Subject—‘* The Church, 
the Home, and the Prisen.’’ 


LorinGc Moopy will deliver a course of lectures on the scientific re- 
lations of Spiritualism, in Acton, Mass., on Monday eve., Feb. 1, with 
magic lantern illustrations. Friends are requested to cooperate, 

+ 
MEDIUMS IN BOSTON. 

J. V. MANSFIELD, Medium for answering Sealed Letters, may be addressed at 
No. Winter street, Boston (over G. Turnbull & Co.’s dry goods store). 

TrensMs—Mr. M. devotes his whole time to this business, and charges a fee of $1 
and four postage stamps to pay return postage, for his efforts to obtain an answer, but 
Goes not guarantee an answer for this sum. 

Persons who wish a guarantee will receive an answer to their letters, or the letter 
and money will be returned in thirty days from its reception. Charge for 
guarantee, $3. 

No letters will receive attention unless accompanied with the proper fee. 

Mr. Mansfield will reevive visitors at his office on Mondays, Wednesdays and Sat 
urdays. Persons are requested not to Eaton other days. otr 

Mrs. R. H. BURT, Writing and Trance Medium, 163 Washington, opposite Milk 
street. Hours from 10 to 1, and from 2 to 7. 23m 

Mrs. KNIGHT, Writing Medium, 15 Montgomery place, up one flight of stairs, 
door No. 4. Hours 9to Land 2to 5d; Terms 50 cents a seance. ; 

Mrs. BEAN, Rapping, Writing and Trance Medium. Hours from 9 to 1 A. M. 
and 2t05 P.M. No. 085 Wa gton street, Spposite Hayward place. 

Mrs. B. K. LITTLE, (formerly Miss Ellis) Test Medium, by Rapping, Writing 
Rooms No. 49 Eliot street. Hours from 9 to 12 A. M., and 2 to 6 P. M. 
Terms $1 per hour for one or two persons; 50 cents for cach additional person. 
and Prescriptions, $1. 

Morton Place, Boston. 


and Trance. 


Examinations for Diseases 


Clairvoyant 
Mrs. D. C. KENDALL, Antist, No. 7 
ete., painted under Spiritual Influence. 


Flowers, Land- 
Circles Monday and Friday evenings. 


scarp 
Mrs. DICKINSON, No. 16 Boylston place, Seer, Healing and Trance Medium. 
s communications concerning the Past, Present and Future 
. PUTNAM, Healing, Writing and Trance Medium; at No. 14 Mont 
Hours from 9 A.M to6 P.M. Examinations and Trance, 
g, 50 cents cach, 
B. COVERT, Writing, Speaking and Personating Medium, No. 35 South 
for 9 and 12 A. M. and 2and 10 
s or, if desired, will visit families. Sm 
Mrs. L. B. SMITH, Writing and Henling Medium, Spirit-Seer and Delineator of 
Character, No. 45 Harrison Avenue, Heurs from 9 A. M. to 1 P. M., and from 2 to 
GP., M. Terms 50 cents; Medical examinations and aid $1. Regular circles on 
Tuesday and Friday evenings; admittance 10 cents. Mrs. & will also receive calls to 


giv 


Mrs. 0. J 


Sleach. 

Mrs. L. 
sta, Will sit 
pM. 


communications between the hours of 
Terms 50 cts. 


“ SPIRITUAL BOOKS AND PERIODICALS. 
CENTRAL DEPOT, NO. 5 GREAT JONES STREET, NEW YORK. 
fice of the Spiritual Age. 


.T. MUNSON & Co., 
Farze, keep all the Reform Publications, together with a'splendid assortment of Spirit- 
ual Books, all of which will be sold at the lowest publisher’s prices for cash. All per- 
sons who wish to purchase the class of Books mentioned, will find it for their advan- 
tage to send their orders to Munson & Co., who will give Instant attention te the de- 
Subscriptions received for all 


Agents, second door East of Broadway, opposite the La- 


mands of their customers. 
Spiritual and Reform Papers and Serial Publications. 

Books and other merchandise ordered at cur establishment, pot excepting Miscella 
tionery, &c., will be sent through the post office, by ex 
: may be directed, without delay, and all papers and peri- 
ded as soon as published. 
sand Reformers who visit New York, are requested to call, immedi- 


nee wd School Books, S 


press. or in private hands, 
odicals fi 

AN Spi 
ately on their arrival, at Munson & Co.'s, for the purpose of registering their names, 


By this means they may become known to the friends in this city, and thus their in- 


terests and pleasure may be ntially promoted. 
Merchants and ethers from different parts of the country, who want any of the 
Spiritual papers, shoubl call at the office of The Spiritual Age, and subscribe. The 


Ineation is central, and the whole establishment on the first floor, so that cur customs 


ersare not a as to ascend any lofty flights to inaccessible upper rooms to find 
. T. MUNSON & CO., Agents, Nu. 5 Great Jones street, N. Y. 


“MRS. METTLER: S MEDICINES. 


Metiler’s directions, given 


are compounded according to Mrs. 


All these 
ina state of Clairvoyance, and are purely vegetable, and perfectly safe under 


remedies 


while 
all circumstances. 

Mrs. Mettlers Restorative Surup.—For an impure state of the bloed, derange- 
ment of the Secretions, Bilieus Obstructions, Unequal Circulation, Sick and Nervous 
Headache, -of the Liver, Constipation of the Bowels, Irritation of the Mu- 
cuous Membrane, Price per bottle, $1. 

Mrs Mettler's Dysentery Cordial.—.4 Stomach and Bowel Corrector. 


Inactiv 
ete. 
Price per 
bostle, oO cents. 

Mrs. Mettlers Celebrated Elirir.—For Cholera, 
Stomach and Bowels, Hheumatic and Neuralgic Pains, 
Ague, and internal inj uries. Price per bottle, 50 cents. 

Mrs Mettler’s Neutralizing Mizture.-For Bilious Ohstructions, Acidity of the 
Stomach, Dyspepsia, Constipation of the Bowels, Headache, and Febrile symptoms 
occasioned by cold cr worms. Price per bottle, 50 cents. 

Mrs. Mettier's Pulmonaria.—For Colds, Irritation ef the Throat and Lungs, 
Hemorrhage, Asthma, Consumption, Whooping Cough, and ali diseases of the Respi- 
ratory Organs. Price per bottle, $1. 7 

Mrs. Mettler’s Healing Ointment.—For Burns, Scalls, Fresh Cuta and Wounds 
of almost every description, Boils, Salt Rheum, 
Nipples, Glandular Swelling, Piles, 
cents. 

Mrs. Mettler’s Remarkable and Unprecedented Liniment.—For Lameness and 
Weakuess of several parts of the human system, Contracted Musel and Sinews, 
Rheumatic, Inflammatory and Neuralgic Affections, Culous und Stiff 
modie Contractivus, etc., ete. Price per bottle, $1. 

! James MeCLESsTER, Proprietor. 
S. T. MUNSON, Agent, 5 Great Jones street, New York. 


Colic Pains, Cramps of the 
Bilicus Stomach, Fever and 


Blisters, Swelled and Sore Breasts or 


Chapped Hands or Chafing. Price per box, 25 


Jcints, Špas- 
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Ta 


MES. J. E. KELLOGG, SPIRIT MEDIUM, 
625 BROADWAY, NEW YORKE. 
Hours from 10 A. M. ta I P. M. 


nings from T7to 9 By previous engagement only, froin 4 to 6 P. N. af 


On Tuesday, Thursday, Friday and Saturday eve- 
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teresting AWiscellany. 


KIND WORDS TO THE PRISONER. 


fs from a letter written by a prisoner in Porte- 


The following extrac 


mouth, ( wns 
by that estimable lady, will be read with interest : 
«Ciry PRISON, Stunpay, Dec, 27, 1857. 


Dear Mapas :—I cannot account for it, but I feel lonesome 


since you came to visit this place. I feel as though I had lost 


something, but cannot tell what! I suppose it is the momen- 


tary influence of a kind word, spoken to me in my hour of | 
Humble me? | 
In the wayward, foolish life I have led, few have: 


trouble, now, when all appear to humble me. 
impossible ! 
been the kind words that have greeted my ear, and I am doubly 
sensitive to anything like true kindness. But to those gaping 
fools who come here to gloat upon my infirmities to satisfy 
their morbid curiosity, with hollow-hearted, dirt-cheap sympa- 
‘thy, they have my silent, unmitigated contempt. An instance 
of this kind occurred soon after you left. A woman said I 
was a desperate wretch because I would not show her my face. 
One consolation: it is not a very attractive one. Butshe was 
not gratified. You must excuse me if I tire your patience 


with my petty troubles, but Lam of a fretful, wayward disposi- |! 
You have never been | 


tion, and can little brook direct insult. 
a prisoner? I think I hearan emphatic, no! May God in 
His goodness watch around and over you, keeping you in hap- 
py ignorance of the anguish that fills the lonely heart of the 
outcast of a cell. 

My own history can be summed up in a few words. I have 
no deep sorrow. Ihave robbed no one, fear no one, love no 
one, but despise many. 
cumstances to this. I have escaped the State’s prisons, and am 
lucky. Ihave been rich three times; poor three thousand 
times, 
Have been in seven pitched battles. Am not an angel 
noradevil; but can appreciate the good heart that can appreciate 
me. I like those who treat me well, I hate those who treat 
me ill. Iama chip on the stream of life, and am now in an 

eddy. I have eaten of the ear of life, but am now feeding on 
husks. I let to-morrow look out for itself, and at present the 
“ county” looks out for me. I sleep, perhaps, on my coarse, 
hard, prison bed, as sweet a sleep as the justice does upon his 
hotel feather-bed. * * Please excuse the many faults of 
this letter, its “ wishy washy” style, remembering only, that it 
came from a prisoner. 
and your friend. 


I have been five times in similar cir- 


* + 


I shall always be happy to see you 


Yours respectfully, H. N. W. 
Sunday eve. I have found another sheet of paper and know 
of no better purpose than to send it to you with my thoughts 
upon it. Itissucha beautiful evening that it seems a curse 
entailed upon me to be here. 
ades to-night makes it one of surpassing beauty. Was there 
not a sister Pleiade lost from Heaven? 
on earth? I have always loved the stars! When night has 
overtaken me in the mountains of California, and I have been 
forced to ask hospitality of dame earth—on those nights I 


have watched the stars and wondered if the good souls of the 


earthly dead were allowed to visit them. In some parts of, 
California the climate is as fine as that of Italy, and there in - 


those lovely places, Heaven appears to be nearer earth than in 
this cold land of ours. When I look back upon my past career, 
and see what risks of life and liberty I have taken, for nothing, 
I am surprised that I am here to-night. Whatever isin store 
for me, I must meet it like a man, What other people think 
me is of no consequence. I flatter myself that I am the best 
abused man in the community. Is it because I cannot com- 
port myself to the stereotyped usage of what is miscalled soci- 
ety—those clods that burden the sod a few short years and 
then rot unnamed beneath it, or am I really depraved? And 
if so, who made me what I am? Was it nature? no! Per- 
haps it may have been the chain of circumstances that sur- 


rounded my youthful days, for I was educated in a ten-pin sa- | 


loon. At fifteen years of age I found myself in New York 
city without a penny ora friend. My own master in a wild- 
erness of people. 
not been decked with flowers, 
will give me the credit of ever doing a good action. 
none would be so charitable. 

Yestefday a missionary visited the prison.. He appeared to 
me to be a man entirely out of his calling. There was not a 
shred of the mantle of the meek and lowly Jesus about him. 
There was no heart in his voice, and no soul in his eye. 


I expect 


N.H.) jail, to Mrs. M. S. Townsend, and kindly-furnished us 


Ihave slept in the street, the prison and the palace. | 


There is just enough snow to ; 
mantle the earth like a bride, and the moon crossing the Plei- į 


How many are lost | 


| 


God knows that my journey through life has ' 
I wonder if any of my friends : 


was accompanied with the usual monody or dirge to the opera ` 
of misery, the whole to conclude with the serious farce of «I’m ` 


sorry to see you here.” 
every cell, with the usual resonant intonations. 


The farce he retailed at the door of. 
There zsa, 


belief that when one of us dies, another is born, and that the - 


soul of the dying enters the body of the new-born. When that 


man was born, nobody died. 
I know this Jetter will meet with a warm reception, for I 


am half inclined to throw it into the fire myself, but I wi? you | 
At any time when you feel | 


the task of being its executioner. 
disposed to visit the prison, it will give me pleasure to sce 
you.” 

Mrs. Townsend adds: 


“Ido not expect that I can reform those whose lots have 


been cast in the stony ways of life, but I know kind 


words will do them good, and make them better. 
me nothing; and will make me stronger to do right. 


They cost 


BPIRIT MANIFESTATION IN JAIL. 


“T have also,” says Mrs. T., “a sketch of a spirit-manifes- 
tation experienced by the same one who wrote me the letter. 


A 


He says: ; 


“ There is a legend or story, that this cell which I now in- 
habit is haunted. Iam not superstitious, nor doI give the 
story much weight. I fear no spirits, dead or living; but last 
night when the city clock was tolling the “dead hour of mid- 
night,” at the moment when its last vibration was mingling 
with the air, a sudden, inexpressible chill, like unto the hand 
of death, came o'er me. Merciful heaven! I mentally ejac- 
ulated; can it be that invisible spirits haunt this place as 
wellas I? I staggered to the window for air, and as I am a 
living, breathing man, and hope for a hereafter, I felt a grasp 
like toa human hand upon my shoulder as palpable as flesh 
itself. I cannot account for this! It may have been nerv- 
ousness, or the strong coffee, I had drank previously, that engen- 
dered the feeling. Singular that when I went to my iron gra- 
ted window that night, a star, a single star, bright as my trust 
in God, was all that I could see. Long I watched its heaven- 
ly journey until it disappeared in the far west, and was lost to 
me perhaps forever. Can it be possible that there is hope for 
me in Heaven? There is more in Heaven and on earth, than 
is dreamed of in our philosophy. If departed spirits are al- 


former haunts, to follow us in our daily avocations, watch over 
over usin our sleeping moments and whisper to us in our 
dreams, how do they come unseen? Do they wander through the 
thin crevices of the air, impalpable to sight or touch? I leave 
conjecture to answer. 
late that stagger our philosophy and take the reason prisoner.” 

In conclusion, Mrs. Townsend justly remarks: 

‘“ Oh, that we could learn to search for virtues and good 
qualities in our brothers and sisters, instead of continually 
magnifying faults, and thus forgetting the God within! No 


eee i spark will kindl th ; 
pereon is so tuples! bat the ammonia apatie TN KAI pea the olden time, but other monsters equally fearful remain; the 


the gentle breeze of true and loving kindness. God help the 
prisoners, and may angelsin Heaven and on earth lend them a 
a kindly hand.” 
Se ig 
THE MISSION OF WOMAN. 

We hear a great deal in these days about the rights and 
In the multitude of words there is a 
The mission of man 


the mission of woman. 
great deal of nonsense, as well as sense. 


“or of woman results from his or her nature. Her rights and | 


his rights spring from his or her duties. There are two gross 
and lamentable misconceptions on this subject, equally false, 
though diametrically opposed the one to the other. 

The one considers woman as identical with man, and recog- 
nizes no essential and specific difference between them. 
cording to this view, whatever is fit for man is fit for wo- 
man, and no one should, therefore, object to female dra- 


goons, to she-constables, hack-women, and lady-butchers. But ; 


this view though supported by the authority of no less a name 
than Plato, is utterly refuted by the experience of all ages, 
and by the a prior? argument that Nature has a meaning in 


whatever she does, and does not repeat herself. This view, if' 


carried out, would be a violation of the law of Nature, would 
ruin woman, and injure man. Itis an undoubted fact, of so 
stubborn a nature that no abstract theories can overthrow it. 


that the intellectual no less than the physical organization of | 


woman is different from that of man; that consequently wo- 
man is not man, and man not woman, and that neither was 
meant to be the other. It is not the interest of either sex, 
and least of all is it the interest of woman to forget this dis- 
tinction. 


“ For woman is not undeveloped man, 
But diverse ; could we make her as the man, 
Sweet love were sluin, whose dearest bond is this, 
Not to be like, but like in diference.” 

But there is another view, more popular, and, if possible, 
still more injurious to man and to woman,—a view whose per- 
nicious consequences are daily and hourly thrust upon us,— 
the view, that woman, because different from man, is therefore 
According to this notion, woman is a kind of minia- 
ture man, a toy, a doll, ingeniously constructed, with the won- 
derful peculiarity of sensation and locomotion, invented for no 
purpose but to amuse the lord of creation in his idle hours. 
Having no destination but that of ornament and pleasure, there 
is no use in giving her any higher culture than is comprehend- 
ed in dancing a polka, playing a waltz, or talking bad French 
and reading silly novels. She is excluded from all intellectual 
activity. She must never be troubled with any serious word 
concerning the great interests of humanity, God, nature, life, 
death, liberty, truth; in short, she is a perennial infant, who 
can never outgrow her taste for toys and sugar-plums, and 
whose every whim and caprice must be indulged. As a com- 
pensation for being deprived of her inalienable rights as a hu- 
man being, she is made the object of an idle gallantry, which 
degrades while professing to honor, 


inferior. 


The mission of woman results from the nature of woman ; 
her rights spring from her duties. Her nature being different 
from that of man, her mission is also different,—different but 
not inferior, Man’s nature is centrifugal, it tends towards 
the periphery of life. His mission is to spread himself over 
the earth in all directions, to hunt, plow, fight, trade, &c., to 
subdue reluctant matter, and rebellious spirit, and to make 
them co-operate in the service of the Divine. He impersonates 
the principle of repulsion; he is a born fighter; liberty is 
his dearest good, dominion his highest aspiration; strength, 
courage, justice, independence, are the qualities he prizes. His 
aims are far-reaching, his goal is in the distance; and while 
following out the radii of life to their utmost bounds, he is apt 
to forget and neglect the centre from which they all spring, 
and into which they all return. 
and possessing the earthly, he is apt to become forgetful of the 


While engaged in subduing 


heavenly. 

Here, then, correcting and supplying the deficiencies of man 
with the compliment of ber own specific nature, the mission- 
hood of women properly begins. Woman’s nature is centri- 
petal; it symbolizes that elemental power of attraction which 
compels the isolated individual atoms to unite in one harmoni- 
ous whole. 
learning, genius, in man, so we prize in woman, above all things, 
delicacy, purity, charity. 


As we value strength, courage, independence, 


The genuine mission of woman, then, is to bring unity into 
the various pursuits of man, by connecting them with the cen- 
ter of the natural and moral universe, God; by directing his 
wandering, earthward’ thoughts to a heavenly goal; by soften- 
ing, purifying, spiritualizing his strength, and giving to his 
work of valor the consecration of love. While man is engaged 
in the rough but necessary work of negation and repulsion, 


she admonishes him that to deny error is but half the work of 


truth, that the holier part consists in affirmation, and that the 
highest glory is not to know “that spirits are subject unto us, 
but that our names are written in heaven.” 


Tf man is the warrior, woman is the priestess,—the priestess 
par excellence, the only true and God-ordained one. She 
stands by the altar, whose horns afford a safe asylum to every 
victim flying from the wrath of man.- She knows no parties, 
political or religious, no sects, no castes with their narrow pre- 
judices and fiercer passions; she knows only the one Father in 
heaven, and the one human family on earth. She binds to- 
gether what the pride and passion of men are forever dividing. 
“She is the true poet, or rather poem; for of that beauteous 
harmony after which, in all his many-rayed activity, man is 
forever, consciously or unconsciously, striving, as after his ideal, 


she presents him a constant type in the beautiful harmony of 


her being.” 

It has often been said that as woman is, so man will be. 
The elevation of man presupposes that of woman. He will nev- 
er realize the perfection of his own nature, until he has aided 
woman in gaining that eminence from which her specific power 
of attraction may operate as a stimulus to progress, and 
which will compel him, if he wishes to be level with her, to 
rise and not to descend. 

In the last words of that astonishing production, which 
closed an eighty years’ life of the deepest thought and the rich- 
est experience, the master mind of the age just passed (who 


lowed by the all-pervading Goodness of Heaven to revisit their | was also a prophet of the future) has left it as a legacy to fu- 


Ac ; 


| 


Strange disclosures have taken place of , 


l 


ture ages, that the elevation of man is dependent upon woman; 
that 


“The Ever Feminine draweth us on.” * 

We often hear the lament, from such as mistake the ephe- 
meral manifestation for the permanent essence, that the golden 
age of chivalry, is over, and the whole order of knighthood is 
extinct. God forbid! Knighthood, the noblest flower of 
manhood, belongs to no particular age; it is not a transient 
phase, but astated conditionof human development; it will 


last aslong as manhood itself. True, the enemies to be en- | 


countered are no longer the giants, minotaurs, and dragons of 


thousand-headed Proteau monsters of ignorance, intemperance, 
superstition, unbelief. Valor and heroism have still their work 
to perform in the world, and still, as of old, they will find their 
strongest encouragement and dearest guerdon in the sympathy 
and approbation of woman. However circumstances may 
change, the man true to the mission of manhood may still be 
a knight, and the woman who is true to her own heart may 
still realize the proud satisfaction of inspiring, stimulating, and 
rewarding noble deeds.— Prof. Scherb, 


*The last words of Faust. 
os 


Recreation. 

Can anything be more lamentable to contemplate than a 
dull, grim, and vicious population, whose only amusement is 
sensuality? Yet what can we expect, if we provide no means 
whatever of recreation—if we never.share our own pleasures 
with our poorer brethren? As for our cathedrals and great 
churches, we mostly have them well locked, for fear any one 
should steal in and say a prayer, or contemplate a noble work 
of art without paying for it; and we shut people up by thous- 
ands in dense towns, with no outlets to the country but those 
which are guarded on either side by dusty hedges. Now, an 
open space near a town is one of nature’s churches; and it is 
an imperative duty to provide such things. Depend upon it, 
that man has not made any great progress in humanity, who 
does not care for the leisure hours and amusements of his fel- 


low-men.— The Claims of Lator. 


PESEL RN 
Young Ideas. 

A little five-year old friend of ours was the other day puz- 
zled, as many an older head has been, in trying to form an idea 
of the spirit as distinct from the body. We endeavored to ex- 
plain. 

“You said you loved me, just now ?” 

“ Oh, yes—Lest!” j 

“What do you love with? your forehead ?” 

“No” 

“Your hand? your foot? your cheek ? your eyes?” 

“No—No—” and the inquiring hand fluttered from one 
member to another as they were mentioned, pausing at last 
over the heart, with a triumphant, “O I know now what I 
love with,—it’s—it’s—its the piece that joggles !” 

0 en 

« Lovis, the well beloved,” said the Priest who announced 
the death of Louis the Fifteenth, “ Sleeps in the Lord.” 

«Tf such a mass of laziness and lust,’, growls Carlyle, in re- 


ply, “sleeps in the Lord, who, think you, sleeps elsewhere ?” 
o >. 


He is no friend to me who isa friend to my faults; and I 
am no friend to myself, if I think him my enemy who tells me 
of them. 


pe ge 
Truth is born with us; and we must do violence to nature to 
shake off our veracity. 
*«T slept—and dreamed that life was beauty; 

I woke,—and found that life was duty, 

Was my dream, then, a shadowy lie? 

Toil on, sad heart, courageously; 

And thou shalt find thy dream to be 

A noonday light and truth to thee.” 
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SPIRITUALISM AND PRACTICAL REFORM. 


THE NEW ENGLAND SPIRITUALIST AND BRITTAN’S (NEW YORK) 
SPIRITUAL AGE UNITED. 


A. E. NEWTON and S. B. BRITTAN, Editors, 
L. B. MONROE, Associate Editor and Business Agent. 

The Spiritual Aye will be, as heretofore, mainly devoted to the elucidation of the 
nature, laws, relations and functions of May 3 the mysterious capabilities of departed 
human spirits; together with a rational philosophy of Spiritualism, both with respect 
to its essential principles and phenomenal illustrations; and it will be one of its cardi- 
nal objects to reduce the accumulated spiritual elements toa more scientific and de- 
monstrative form. 

But The Spiritual Age will not be limited to the discussion of the Spiritual Philos- 
ophy and Reform, nor confined alone to their great and obvious issues; but will also 
ilustrate the laws and conditions of individual development and general progress, in 
every department of human learning, and as applied to every phase of human life. 
This journal shall be free, liberal, ratiunal, and religious in its spirit and policy, but in 
no sense dogmatic, sectarian, or proscriptive; and while it shall be truly catholic in its 
sympathies, it shall, at the same time, be fearless, searching, and critical, in its analy- 
ses of all subjects, and righteous in its Judgments of men and things. 

The Paper, in its General News Department, will contain a brief digest of 
whatever is most interesting and important in Science, Literature, Art, Morals, Theol- 
ozy and Religion; while, as a whole, the contents will be fresh, original, and highly 
diversified. i 

The Miscellaneous Department will contain Mythic and Spiritual Stories, in which 
the subtle elements and powers of the Spirit-World, and the most thrilling, actual soul 
experiences of the living will be brought out in the most attractive'form. 

It is believed that the combination of talent and concentration of patronage secured 
by this union will enable the publishers to present a paper which will at once take a 
leading position in the ranks of progressive Journalism, and which, a3 an exponent of 
the Philosophy and Practical Uses of the Grand Spiritual Reformation now in progress, 
will be second to no other publication in the world. 

The Spiritual dge will be published every Saturday, ina large and elegant folio 
sheet, at $2 per annum, invariably in advance. One Dollar will be received for six 
To clubs, five copies for $8; ten copies for $15; to Boston subscribers, when 
Specimen numbers forwarded free to any part of the world. 


months. 
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STOPPAGES.— As the terms of this paper require advance payments, itis a rule of 
the office to discontinue all papers on the expiration of the term paid for,—presuming 
that such discontinuance is desired unless a new remittance is made. 

We intend to notify all patrons of the expiration of their payments, a week or two 
in advance of such expiration,—at the same time inviting then to a renewal. We do 
this by means of a small slip, or “extra,” inclosed in their papers. 

It sometimes happens that these notifications are either neglected by our mailers or 
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immediately to this office, inclosing an additional remittance, unless sure that the term 
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rected. 
see 


THE LITTLE BRICK MAKER. 

The new machine is now reduced in size, so as to be driven by one man. It takes 
the rough clay, (previously one night tn soak) tempers and moulds 420 bricks per 
hour, attended by two men and four boys. The brick is beautiful. 
mer can be his own Brick Maker, as it requires only common laborers. Price $70. 

The larger Machines, worked by one horse, making 7000 per day, $150; by two hor- 
ses, 14,000, $200; by steam, 16,000, $250; by steam, 25,000, $400. 

For further particulars in a pamphlet giving full instructions on Brick-Setting and 
Burning, address FRANCIS H. SMITH, Sun Building, Baltimore. 4—2t 


- jeated vapors. 


Thus every far- | 


A New Work for Spiritualists, Philosophers and Reformers. 


THE EDUCATOR: 

BEING Suggestions, Theoretical and Practical, designed to promote Maw CULTURE 
AND INTEGRAL Rerors, witha vicw to the ultimate establishment of a Diving. 
Social State on Eartu. Comprised ina series of Revealments from organized 
Associations in the Spirit-Life, through Jous Murray Spear. Vol. 1, embracing pa- 
pers on 


© Socrar RE-ORGANIZATION, V. AGRICULTURE, 
IL Exvecrrica, Laws, | VI. HEALTH, 
III. ELEMENTARY PRINCIPLES, VIL, GOVERNXEST, 
IY. EDUCATION, VILI. MiscELLANEoLĽS Torics. 


EDITED BY A. E. NEWTON. 

It is believed that this work embraces more of new thought and useful practical 
suggestion to the Philosopher and Reformer, than any other which the Spiritualistic 
movement has yet given to the world. It sets forth, somewhat fully, the scope, 
aims and ends of what has been termed “ Practical Spiritualism,” and undertakes 
to delineate the natural and necessary steps by which Humanity is to attain redemp- j 
tion from the Physical, Moral, Social, and Spiritual Miseries under which it is now 
suffering. 

The volume contains nearly 700 pages, octavo, is finely printed and well bound, ! 
and its price is It can be forwarded by mail to any distance in the U. S., within | 
3000 miles, for 37 cts., prepaid. 

It may be had at the Offices of the Spiritual Age, Boston and New York; of Bar- | 
ry & Hencr, 806 Race street, Philadelphia; Isaac Post, Rochester, N. ¥.; Mrs. 
H. F.M. Brows, Cleveland, Ohiu; Lecics Sautu, Randolph, Vt.; Dr. A. H. Brr- 
RITT, New Orleans, La., and Spiritualist booksellers generally. 
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ROOMS FOR MEDIUMS. 
To let, at No. 6 Warren Square; two parlors, furnished in handsome style. Will be 
leased singly or together. Also, an office on the first floor, suitable fora healing me- 
dium, and several chambers. 4—tf 


MES. L. W. KEMLO, HEALING MEDIUM, 
NO. 15 LAGRANGE PLACE, BOSTON. 
Tnvalids may rest assured that Mrs. K. is fully qualified, by study and experience, 
to treat disease successfully; nor is she surpassed in her examinations, prescriptions ! 


and success, by any known Medium. She prepares the medicines needed, thus pre- ! 
1 


venting mistakes, saving much time and trouble. 
N. B. Consultations and examinations free of charge. 


MRS, E. J. FRENCH, CLAIRVOYANT PHYSICIAN. 
Mrs. French is now permanently locatedat No.8 Fourth Avenue, near 8th street, 
New York, where she continues daily to make examinations and prescribe for the sick 
with great success. 


Parties from a distance, or who from severe illnes3 cannot visit ' 

her at her rooms, are requested to enclose a lock of hair and at least one of the prom- | 

inent symptums. Examination and prescription $5, invariably in advance. 
MRS. FRENCH'S MEDICINES. 

These really valuable vegetable compounds (as the testimony of hundreds of living | 
witnesses will prove,) are still prepared with great care by the subscriber, who, after 
nearly five years’ experience and observation, feels not only warranted in giving them | 
a still wider circulation, but a duty he owes to suffering humanity, to make them more | 
generally known, With this view we have recently simplified the classification fur 
general use. 

Lung and Cough Syrup—For Bronchial and Lung Affections, Coughs, Colds, 
Whooping Cough, Croup, &c. 

The Nerve Vital Fluids, classified as Nos. 3 and 5. No. 3—For impurities of the 
Blood, Liver and Kidney Affections, Headache, Dyspepsia, General Nervous Debility, 


| 
| 
| 
' 


and for all diseases where the stomach is implicated. 

No. 5—For Tic Doloreux, Neuralgia, Rheumatism, St. Vitus Dance, Palsy, Cramp, 
Colic, Cholera Morbus, and all severe nervous affections, 

Chill Fever Mixture.—This remedy is invaluable. Unlike most remedies for this 
disease, it leaves no sting behind. | 

The External Fluid —As. an external application for the alleviation of pain and | 
soreness, for sprains, bruises, &c., this fluid is unequalled, and should be in every ; 
family. 

Salves.—We have a variety of Salves and Liniments, for Cutaneous Eruptions, Fel- | 
ons, White Swellings; Boils, Bealings, &c.; also fur Piles and Corns. Price 25 centa 
per box. ` a 

These fluids are sold at $1 per bottle. Packages of six bottles securely boxed and 
sent by express to all sections of the country for $5. A liberal discount to agents. 

S. CULBERTSON, Agent, No. § Fourth Avenue, N. Y. 

I have recently fitted up, and have now in full operation at No. $ Fourth Avenue, 
New York, Oriental Baths. These baths cannot be too highly appreciated as reme- 
dial agents for many conditions of the human organism, while as a mere luxury they 
S. CULBERTSON. 


are unequalled. 


CONSUMPTION AND DISEASES OF THE THROAT. 
Successfully Cured by Inhaling Cold Medicated Fapors. 

DR. ANDREW STONE, Physician to the Troy Lung Institute, inventor of the cele- 
brated Pulmometer, or Lung Tester, and editor of the “Invalid’s Oracle,” is treat- 
ing with astonishing success, all Diseases of the Lungs, the Throat and Heart, Asth- 
ma, Bronchitis, Laryngitis, and Tubercular Consumption, with his new discovered sys- 
tem of Cold Medicated Vapors, which are breathed directly into the lungs and the scat 
of disease. 

This discovery is based upon true scientific principles. The vapors are so prepared 
and composed, as to dissolve tubercular matter in the lungs and cause it to be expec- 


torated,—at the same time it traverses every minute air tube and cell, and ulcerated ' 


cavern in the lungs, causing them to heal, quieting the cough, subduing the night. 
sweats, the hectic fever and chills. 

Consumption, that all prevailing disease, which is now carrying one hundred thous- 
and annually in the United States, to a premature grave, and which brings the black | 
pall over so many families, blights so many young hearts and blasts so many pros- | 
pects, is now as curable in my hands, under my system of treatment, as any other dis- | 
ease, if adopted in any prudent season, before the vital energies of the constitution | 
are too far depressed. 

Packages of Vapsors—with all the treatment and inhaler, with both written and | 
printed advice for a three months’ course, $25,—for one month, $15. i 

(Pr Dr. Stone is permitted to refer to the New York Editor of the Age for informa- f 
tion respecting the nature and success of his treatment by the inhalation of cold med- ; 
Address, Dr. ANDREW STONR, i 

No. 96 Fifth street, Troy, N. Y. 


VALUABLE BOOKS FOR PRESENTS. 

THE Penetrauia By A. J. Davis. Price $1.00. 
Tne Macie Starr. By A.J. Davis. Price $1.25. 
Tue Great Harnmosra. ‘vols. By A.J. Davis. Price $1. each vol. 
Tue Revicion oF Manwoop. By Dr. J. H. Robinson. Price 75 cts. 
Tue IESALING or THE Nations. Price $1.50. 
Natry—aA Spirit. Price 63 cts. 
Tue Wispom OF ANGELS. Price 75 cts. 
MARRIAGE AND PARENTAGE. Price $1.00. 

For sale by BELA MARSH, No. 14 Bromfield street. 


THE SPIRITUAL TRIBUNE. 

A QUARTERLY—devoted to the higher interests of mankind. Each number ! 
(it being enlarged from a Monthly to a Quarterly,) will contain one hundred and i 
forty-four large octavo pages. Terms $2.00 per annum, in advance. | 
Address HENRY H. TATOR, Editor and Proprietor, Chicago, Ill. 
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LIFE QF A SEER. FIFTH EDITION. 
THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY OF ANDREW JACKSON DAVIS. 
ENTITLED “THE MAGIC STAFF.” 
THIS Volume gives an accurate and rational account of the Social, Psychological, 


‘and Literary career of the Author, beginning with his first memories, and ascend- 


ing, step by step, through every subsequent year, to the present period. Some idea of | 
the Work may be derived from the following : 

Of those strange events which have marked the Author’s most private and interior | 
experiences, the descriptions are marvellously beautiful, and the whole is distinguished | 
by a style at once simple and pathetic, romantic and familiar, original and eutertain- 
ing. The Volume contains 552 pages, l2mo. Illustrated. Price, 21.25. 

Orders will be promptly filled by the Publishers. z 

J. $. BROWN & CO., 
No, 22 Frankfort street, New York. 
COUNSELLOR AT LAW. 
JABEZ C. WOODMAN, or PORTLAND, Me., 31 EXCHANGE Street, | 

Practices in the Counties of Cumberland, York, Orford, and Androscoggin, and j 

in the Courts of the United States. 


Single copies sent by mail, postage free. 


| TiivYany’s Monthly, $1.00 per annum. 


| The Lily 


| dium, wil attend to the wants of the sick. 
, Mass. 


He trusts that the friends of truth in Boston and New York will sce to it that he does 
not suffer in his professional business, because his testimony has been freely given in 
relation to the evidences of Life and Immortality that have occurred in the present age. 

Portland, Jan. 5, 1857. 


A. C. STILES, M. D., BRIDGEPORT, CONN., 
INDEPENDENT CLAIRVOYANT, 
Guarantees a true diagnosis of the disease of the person before him, or no fee will | 
be claimed. 
Terms to be strictly observed.—For Clairvoyant examination and prescription, i 
when the patient is present, $2; if by a lock of hair, ifa prominent symptom is given, : 
For answering sealed letters, $1. For 


$3; if a prominent symptom is not given, 35. 
To insure attention, the fee and postage 


Psychometric delineations of character, $2. 
stamp must in all cases be advanced. 


WM. HOLLAND, 

CLAIRVOYANT, PSYCHOMETRIC, AND HEALING MEDIUM. 
Tenms.-—Clairvoyant examinations, when present, $1; by aleck of hair, $2. 
chometrie delineation of character, $1. No. 45 Broad street, Salem, Mass. 


Pay- 


A HOME FOR THE AFFLICTED. 
HEALING BY LAYING ON OF HANDS. 

DR. W. T. OSBORN, Clairvoyant and Healing Medium, who has been very success- 
ful in curing the sick, treats with unprecedented success, by the laying on of hands, 
in connectlon with other new and invaluable remedies, all Chronic Diseases, such as | 
Consumption, Liver Complaint, Scrofula, Rheumatism, Gout, Neuralgia, Paralysis 
and Heart Complaint. 
yield to his new and powerful remedies. 


Diseases considered incurable by the Medical Faculty, readily | 
Persons desiring board and treatment can 
20 


be accommodated. Terms for an examination at the office, $1—by letter, $2. Hours | 


from 9 A. M.to 7 P.M. Rooms No. 110 Cambridge street, Boston. 


THE NEW PRACTICE. 
A. B. NEWCOMB, Healing Medium, associate of Dr. C. A. Billinbrook, of Phila- 
delphia, has rooms at No, 2 Suffolk Place, Boston. 
medicines. 


Dr. N. has no stereotyped 
Prescriptions are given by a spirit, formerly an eminent English Physi- 
cian, and medicines are prepared for every individual case Each patient is furnished 
with a written copy of full and explicit directions regarding the mode of life, the ap- 
pliances of the laws of health, and the course of diet and regimen best adapted to his 
or her constitution. 


Letters containing hair to indicate disease will be answered, with 
a full description of the case, and must contain one dollar and a postage stamp, to in- 
sure a return. Office hours from 9 A. M. to 5 P. M., and7 to8 P.M. Advice free. 


THE SICK ARE HEALED 
WITHOUT MEDICINE. JAMES W. GREENWOUD, Healing Medium, Rooms 


No. 15 Tremont street, opposite the Museum. Office hours from 9 A. M. to 
5 P.M. Other hours he will visit the sick at their houses. 


Bosten. 


D. atlarsh’s Catalogue. 


BELA MARSH, 


No. 14 Bromfield Street, Boston, 


Keeps constantly on hand, for sale at the Publishers’ prices, the Books named in 

the following list of Spiritual works, together with many others suitable for the 

times. All new publications received as soon as issued, and the trade supplied ata 

liberal discount, in which case the freight will be paid by the purchaser. Orders are 

respectfully solicited. 

A Beautiful Gift Book. The Bouquet of Spiritual Flowers. Received 
chietiy through the Mediumship of Mrs J. S. Adams. By A. B. Child, M. D.— 
“Cold, cold must be the heart that does not soften at the repeated coming and 


a of angel footsteps.”—Flora. In various bindings. Price 85 cents, $1, ard 
$1.50. 


Warren Chase’s New Book: “The Life Line of the Lone One; 
or, Autobiography of the World’s Child.” Price 21.00. 
Mrs. Hatch’s Lecture at Newburyport, Price 15 cants. 


Woodman’s Three Lectures in reply to Dr. Dwight’s sermon o: 
isin. Price 25 cents. h 


Spiritual- 


A Review of I, E. Dwinell’s Sermon against Spiritualism 
J. H. W. Toohey. Price 13 cents. 5 P 

The Psalms of Life. A compilation of Psalms, Hymns, Chants, &c., embodying 
the Spiritual, Progressive, and Reformutery sentiments of the present age. By 
Johu S. Adams. Price 75 cents. 

The Harmoniad and Sacred Melodist, 160 pages. Price in boards 3$ cents 
single 3 33.40 per dozen. 

Modern Spiritualism, Its facts and fanaticisms, its consistencies and covtra- 
dictions į; With an Appendix. By E. W. Capros. Price $1.00 

The Spirit Minstrel. By J. B. Packard and J.S. Loveland. Price in paper 
covers, 25e; in cloth backs, 3Sc. 

What's o'clock? Modern Spiritual. Manifestations. 
reason atid past revelation? Price 15 cents. 

The Magic Staff; An Autobiography of Andrew Jackson Davis. A new work. 


Prive $3.25. 


By 


Are they in accordance with 


The Penetralia; Being harmonial answers to important questions, by Andrew 
Jackson Davis. Price $1.00. 

The Present Age and Inner Life. By A.J. Davis. Price $1. 

The Harmonial Man. By Andrew J. Davis. Price 20 cents. 

Nature’s Divine Revelations, &c. By Andrew J. Davis. Price $2.00. 

The Great Harmonia. By Andrew J. Davis. Vol. I., the Physician. 
1.00. Vol IL, The Teacher. Price $1.00. Vol. ILL, The Seer. 
Voi IV. The Reformer, Price $1.00. 

The Philosophy of Spiritual Intercourse, By A.J. Davis. 50c- 

Free Thoughts Concerning Religion. By A.J. Davis. Price 15c. 


Price 
Price $1.00 


: The Philosophy of Special Providences. By A. J. Davis. Price 15 cents. 


The Approaching Crisis, By Andrew J. Davis. Price 50. $ 
An Epic ofthe Starry Heaven. Thomas L. Ilarris. Price 75e. 
Lyric of the Morning Land, Thomas L. Harris. Price Yc. 

A Lyric of the Golden Age. Thomas L. Harris. Price $1.50. 

The Wisdom of Angels, By T. L. Harris. Price 75 cents. 

Hymns of Spiritual Devotion. By T. L. Harris. 
The Herald of Light. Monthly. By T. L. Harris. 


The Kingdom of Heaven; or The Golden Age 
bound in celoth. Price 75 cents. ° 


Epitome of Spiritual Intercourse, By Alfred Cridge. Price 38c. 
Courtney’s Review of Dr. Dodd’s Theory. Pree™®5 cents. 

New Testament “Miracles” and “ Modern Miracles.” Price 20e. 

Proceedings of the Hartford Bible Convention. Price ‘5c. 
Spiritualism, By Edmonds and Dexter, in two vols, Price $1.25 each 

An Exposition of Views respecting the principal Facts, Causes and Peculiarities 


involved in Spirit Manifestations. By Adin Ballou. Price in cluth, 15¢; paper 
oue. 

The Religion of Manhood: Py, J. M. Robinson; with introduction by A. B 
Newton.” Price in cloth, 7c 5 in paper 50c. 

Spirit Intercourse, By Herman Snow. Price 60 cents. 

The Seeress of Prevorst. Price 35c. 

Spirit Works Real but not Miraculous, By A. Putnam. Price 25c. 

The Birth of the Universe, By and through R. P. Ambler. Price 50c. 

Brittan and Richmond’s Discussion. Price $1.00. 


Discourses from the Spirit World. Dictated by Stephen Olin, through 
tev. A. P. Wilson, writing medium. Price 63c. 


Reichenbach's Dynamics of Magnetism. Price $1.00. 

Pneumatology. By Stilling. Edited by Rev. George Bush. Price 75e. 

Celestial Telegraph. By L. A. Cahagnet. Price $1.00. 

Night Side of Nature. By Catharine Crowe. Price $1.25. . 

The Healing of the Nations, Through Charles Linton, Medium, with an In 
troduction and Appendix, by Gov. Tallmadge. Price $1.50. 

Tiffany’s Spiritualism Explained; In Twelve Lectures. $1.00. 

Natty, a Spirit; by Allen Putnam. 62 1-2c. 

The Ministry of Angels Realized; A Letter to the Edwards Concregationat 


Church, Boston, By “Mr. aud Mra. A. E. Newton. 15 cts single; $1.25 a dozen; 
$10 a hundred. 


Answer to Charges of Belief in Modern Revelations, &c; riven before 
the Ldwards Congregational Church, Boston. By A. E. Newtun. 10 cents. 

Prof. Hare’s Large Work; Experimental Investigations of the Spirit Mani- 
estations, &c. Prive $1.75. 

Scenes in the Spirit World; by Hudson Tuttle. Price 50 cents. 


Price 40 cents. 
Price 15 cents. 
By E. W. Loveland Neatly 


A Letter to the Chestnut Street, Congregational Church, Chelsea, Mass. By Joba 


mh. Adams. Price De. 
A Rivulet from the Ocean of Truth. 
aent ofa spirit from darkness into light, By J. S. Adams. 
Review of Rev. Charles Beecher. By John S. Adams, 
Book for Skeptics. Price 25 cents. 


Familiar Spirits and Spiritual Manifestations, By Dr. Enoch Pond, 
with a Reply by A. Bingham. Price lbc. 


The Philosophy of Creation, By Thomas Paine, through the hand of Horace 
G. Wood, Medidin. Price Soe. 
Astounding Facts from the 
amiptoa, Mass, Price 63 cents. 
Philosophy of the Spirit World. By Rev. Charles Hammond. 63c- 


Messages from the Superior State, Communicated by Juhn Murray through 
Johu A. Spear. Price dye. 


The Pilgrimage of Thomas Paine, C. Hammond, Medium. ‘Se. 
Voices trom the Spirit World. Isaac Post, Medium. Price 50e. 


Reply to the Rev. Dr. W. P. Lunt’s Discourse. By Miss E. R. Torry, 
of Quincey, Masse Price 15 cents. ` 


y Wreath of Spiritual Communications; Threugh Mrs. J. S. 
and others. $3 cents, $1.50 and $1. 


An interesting narrative of the advance- 
25c- 
Price 6 cents, 


Spirit World. By J. A. Gridley, South 


Adams, 


| The Bouquet of Spiritual Flowers; Reccived through the mediumship of 


Mrs. J. 
The Progressive Life of Spirits After Death, Price 15 cents. 
ene a cn a e e a 


S Aduus, aud others. Prices as above. 


WH. E. RICE, CLAIRVOYANT PHYSICIAN, 
OFFICE 95 Hudson Street, Boston, Mags. 
attendance, 


If sickness ur distance prevent personal 
examination can be made from a lock of hair and a statemert of the 
leading symptom, Office hours from 10 A.M. to 3 P.M. Terms (in ads 
vauce), When the patient is present, $33; when absent, £5. 


re and sex. 


AN ASYLUM FOR THE AFFLICTED. 

HEALING by laying on of hands. CHARLES MAIN, Healing Medium, has 
opened an Asylum for the Afflicted at No. 7 Davis street, Boston, where he 
jz prepared to accommodate patients desiring treatment by the above process on 
mocerite terns. 

Ey Patients desiring beard should give notice in advance, that suitable arrange- - 
meuts may be made before their arrival. 

These sending locks of hair to indicate their diseases, should enclose $1 for the 
examination. with a letter stamp to prepay their postage. 

Ote hours from 9 to IXA. Ma and from 2to 5 P. M. 


» TO THE AFFLICTED. 
DR. 8. CUTTER, assisted by Mrs. G. W. Walker, Clairvoyant and Heming Me- 
Omes, 221 Central stnet, Lowell, 
Patients will ta accommodated with board. 


N.C, LEWIS, CLAIRVOYANT PHYSICIAN. 
EXAMINATIONS and Prescriptions by an Ludian Spirit of the olden time. 
15 Montgomery Place. 


No 


A REMARKABLE TEST. 

AT the sitting of a circle a short time since, Dr. Charles Main being present and 
having at the time a patient under his care that bad long batul his medical 
skill, inquired of the Spirit intelligence what medicine it would prescribe for the case 
in question. The spirit gave his name (as having formerly been well known as a 
celebrated physician in the earthly sphere) and replied, “Go tu Dr. Cheever’s, No. 
1 Tremont Temple, Tremont strect, and procure his Life-Root Mucilace.”? This was 
At that time, the Doctor, the 
medium, ner either of the circle knew anything of Dr. Cheever, or that there was 


done by the Doctor, and nsed with complete success. 


such a medicine to be had; and since Dr. Main has formed an acquaintance with 
the proprietor, he has informed him of the fact, and here gives him the full benefit of 
Hine above is true in every particular. CnrnarLes Mars, No. T Davis street, Boston. 
This invaluable medicine has long been used as an infallible remedy for Con- 
sumption, Serefula, Salt Rheum, Erysipelas, Cough, Disease of the Liver, Dyspepsia, 
Canker, Mercurial Disease, Piles, and all gross acrid humors. 

A fetter enclosing one dollar will procure a bottle; or five dollars for six bottles. 
Will be seut toany part of the Union. All orders directed to Dr. J. CHEEVER, 


No.1 Tremont Temple, Boston, Mass. 113 


A RETIRED PHYSICIAN, 
WHOSE sands of life have nearly run out, discovered while in the East Indies. a 
for Consumption, Asthma, Bronchitis, Coughs, Colds and General 
Debility. The remedy was discovered by him when his only child, a daughter, was 
given upto die. Wishing todo as much good as possible, he will send to such of his 
afflicted felluw-beings as request it, thia recipe, with full and explicit directions for 


eertain cure 


making it up and successfully using it. He requires each applicant to inclose him 
one shilling—three cents to be returned as postage on the recipe, and the remainder to 
be applied to the payment of this advertisement, Address, 


DR. H. JAMES, No. 19 Grand street, Jersey City, N.J. 


: SPIRITUAL, CLAIRVOYANT, AND MESMERIC PRESCRIPTIONS, 


CAREFULLY prepared by OCTAVIUS KING, Botanic Apothecary, “654 Wash 


i ington street, under Pine Street Church, Boston. 


Alof Mrs. Mettler’s Medicines for sale as abore. 


tt 


A. B. CHILD, M. D., DENTIST, 


NO. 15 TREMONT STREET, BOSTON, MASS. 


FOUNTAIN HOUSE, 
CORNER of Beach street and Harrison Avenue. Spiritualists’ Head-Quarters in 
Charge $1 25 per day, or $7 per week, for two or three weeks. 


H. F. GARDNER, 


SUFFOLK DYE HOUSE, 
CORNER OF COURT AND HOWARD STREETS, BOSTON. 


eT 


DENTISTRY. 
DR. N. H. SWAIN, DENTIST, COLUMBTS, OHIO. 


Satisfaction guaranteed ‘in all cases, and prices reasonable. 


